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AZA Selects Education Awardees 
The Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) recognizes 

outstanding achievement in educational programs by judging 

programs on their ability to promote conservation knowledge, 

attitudes and behavior, show innovation, and measure 

success. AZA is proud to announce the newest distinguished 

awardees, Newport Aquarium and the Brookfield Zoo, for their 

commitment to environmental education. 

Newport Aquarium’s WAVE Foundation looks to weave science 

into reading and writing focused curricula. A 3 year study, the 

program delivers more than thirty-three contact hours per 

school throughout its life span.  The initiative follows students 

from 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade as they work with teachers in 

an integrative environment layered with science curriculum 

in conjunction with live animal interactions. The WAVE 

Foundation hopes to build a stronger science-based learning 

environment for both students and teachers by supplying 

conservation knowledge to share in their communities.

Brookfield Zoo’s NatureStart Professional Development 

program seeks to advance early childhood informal nature play. 

By providing early environmental education, NatureStart aims 

to build a strong foundation for future conservation leaders 

through informative play spaces, particularly for families 

in urban areas who have challenges accessing the natural 

world. The park recognizes children as natural explorers and 

incorporates NatureStart ideals in all of its exhibits supporting 

a lifelong connection to nature.

Visit AZA’s website to learn more about Honors and Awards.

www.aza.org

10th Annual Brew at the Zoo
The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens welcomed 1,500 guests as it celebrated the park’s 10th annual Brew 

at the Zoo event. One of the park’s major fundraisers, the evening serves to support the mission of desert 

conservation one drink at a time with craft beers, regional wines, hot coffees, spirit liquors and other 

tasty drinks served by local establishments. 

Philadelphia Zoo Launches Cell Phone Collection Initiative With 
Students to Save Endangered Gorillas
The Philadelphia Zoo has partnered with local sixth graders 

for the annual UNLESS Contest which addresses the issues 

of habitat destruction and climate change. The goal of the 

contest is to empower young students with awareness about 

conservation to help drive them to develop solutions for 

the future of wildlife. The most recent campaign focused on 

students collecting and recycling old cell phones in an effort to 

help save the endangered western lowland gorillas in the Congo.

The program hopes to achieve the reduction of coltan use. 

Coltan, a mineral frequently found in cell phones, is mined 

from areas where western lowland gorillas call home. Miners 

who work in the Congo areas for coltan extraction disturb the 

gorillas and in some cases trap and consume the animal for 

food due to lack of sources elsewhere. Other gorillas are sold 

for profit or in exchange for supplies.

Students have been creating children’s books to and are in 

the initial stages of creating social media to support the book 

messages and build their conservation awareness. 

https://wavefoundation.org/education/wave-on-wheels/living-curriculum-initiative/
https://www.czs.org/naturestart
http://www.aza.org/honors-awards
http://www.aza.org
http://www.livingdesert.org
https://www.philadelphiazoo.org/


MAR 2019

Virginia Zoo Breaks Ground for 
New Nature Play Area
The Virginia Zoo recently was 

awarded several grants from local 

organizations including a $25,000 

grant from the Rotary District 

7600, Norfolk Rotary Charities, 

Inc., Norfolk Sunrise Rotary, and 

the Virginia Beach Rotary Club 

Foundation to support a Nature 

Play area opening this summer. 

Nature Play will be located on a one-acre lot near the zoo’s Flora Point section 

of the park. Young visitors will be able to jump and climb through tree stumps, 

make their way through a bamboo maze, zip through a willow tunnel and dig 

their way through a sandbox in an unstructured atmosphere incorporating 

surrounding nature for an immersive experience.  The area will be open to 

the public daily and utilized for informal, free programming from the zoo’s 

education department.

“The Virginia Zoo is committed to building the experience of nature into 

childhood,” said Greg Bockheim, Executive Director of the Virginia Zoo. “We 

aim to promote and strengthen children’s outdoor learning experiences to 

help the next generation become more environmentally minded and move the 

future in a more sustainable direction.”

On May 4th the zoo will host a Family Volunteer Day where attendees can 

assist with projects including the construction of the play area. 

Texas State Aquarium Helps Schools 
Affected by Hurricane Harvey

Texas State Aquarium has partnered with Reliant Energy to give students 

affected by Hurricane Harvey an opportunity to take part in STEM-based 

education.

Over 650 fifth graders in the school districts of Aransas County, Aransas 

Pass, Ingleside, Port Aransas, Refugio, Woodsboro, and Austwell-Tivoli will be 

the beneficiaries of more than $17,000 donated by the Texas-based energy 

company with the goal of promoting distance-learning activities. Students will 

be able to visit the aquarium to take advantage of these new environmental 

educational programs intended to boost knowledge about the natural world.

Kicking off the activities is the Gulf of Mexico animals and habitats exhibit 

(“Marine Adventures”) where students will work independently and in groups 

to explore animal adaptations, observe, describe, sketch, collect data and 

discuss their findings.

The aquarium will follow up with each 5th-grade classroom through 

Aquavision Distance Learning to review what the students learned during their 

visit. This “virtual field trip” will feature an interactive display of the aquarium’s 

habitats and animals to further increase visual and communication skills.

www.aza.org

AZA Celebrates 
World Wildlife Day

On March 3rd, World Wildlife Day 

raised awareness about marine 

life and the important role aquatic 

environments have on our planet. 

Oceans and seas make up two-

thirds of the world’s surface, and 

more than 99% of earth’s livable 

habitat. Now, more than ever, sea 

and ocean life are vulnerable to 

threats such as unsustainable 

fishing, climate change, marine 

pollution, and habitat destruction. 

These challenges in our waters not 

only affect the species who live in 

them, but also women and men 

who live around the world in coastal 

communities.

Get the word out in your local 

community about the importance of 

marine life and how to help support 

these species moving forward.

http://virginiazoo.org/
https://www.texasstateaquarium.org/
http://www.aza.org
https://twitter.com/zoos_aquariums
https://www.facebook.com/AssociationOfZoosAndAquariums
http://www.un.org/en/events/wildlifeday/

