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Eliminating single-use plastic bottles 
at Woodland Park Zoo prevents 120,000 
bottles annually from entering the waste 
stream. The initiative also provides an 
opportunity to better understand drivers 
and barriers to ditching plastic bottles and 
drinking from the tap. We are steadily 
replacing many of our water fountains 
with bottle filling stations and encouraging 
visitors to bring their own bottle to the Zoo. 
In July we will launch a #plasticfreeforme 
campaign, inviting our guests to stand with 
us for wildlife and wild places by moving 
towards a culture of re-use.

Seattle boasts one of only a few pristine, 
protected mountain watersheds in the 
country that provides tap water. Every day, 
120 million gallons of drinking water are 
pumped from the Tolt and Cedar Rivers to 
some 1.4 million residents. Even so, there are 
many different factors at play driving social 
norms around bottled water. Trust in the tap 
is one, and certain demographic groups are 
warier of public water than others. Targeted 
corporate advertising is another—in 2016, 
for the first time ever, Americans drank 
more bottled water than soda. 

As a stepping stone, and to begin 
to shift behavior, the Zoo and its food 
concessionaire, Lancer Hospitality, have 
partnered with Green Sheep, a company that 
produces screw-top aluminum bottled water, 
made from 70 percent recycled aluminum 
content and sourced within the U.S. We 
chose aluminum over boxed water because 
it is light, infinitely recyclable, recycled most 
often, recycled locally and takes as little as 60 
days to turn into a new can. The screw-top 
element of Green Sheep means that guests 
can buy a bottle and refill over the course of 
their Zoo visit, thus begin to transition to a 
reuse practice. 

We look forward to sharing lessons 
learned from our plastic bottle-free 
transition, and to welcoming the Association 
of Zoos and Aquariums community to try 
out our new water refill stations on Zoo Day 
in September! 

Zosia Brown is the resource conservation 
and sustainability supervisor at 
Woodland Park Zoo.
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Woodland Park Zoo in Seattle, Wash., is helping to 
lead a plastic-free movement in Seattle by phasing 
out single-use plastic bottles. As of April 2018, the 
Zoo no longer sells any beverages in single-use 
plastic bottles, including water, juice and soda. 
Having eliminated plastic straws over 30 years 
ago, and plastic carrier bags in 2013, our ZooStore 
partner Event Network has worked towards 
phasing out plastic toys and packaging from our 
gift shops. Eliminating single-use plastic bottles is 
the next step for us on this journey. 

This comes at a time when Seattle is driving 
city-wide changes to help curb plastic waste. A 
ban on plastic straws and utensils comes into play 
in July 2018 requiring all businesses selling food 
and drinks to offer compostable or recyclable 
options. Around 200 retailers have already made 
the switch as part of the “Strawless in Seattle” 
campaign, which aims to prevent plastic from 
polluting oceans and threatening marine life. This 
is not Seattle’s first ban on plastic—in 2012, the 
City successfully outlawed single-use plastic bags, 
resulting in a 50 percent reduction in plastic bags 
going to city dumps over a four-year period. 


