
 
 

Starting a New AZA Studbook in ZIMS for Studbooks 
 

This document outlines how a new AZA studbook can be started in ZIMS for Studbooks. There are several ways 
this is possible:  

1. A new studbook in ZIMS for Studbooks can be created from ZIMS for Husbandry data. 

2. An existing Candidate or TAG-monitored studbook already in ZIMS for Studbooks can be reclassified to 
become a new SSP studbook. 

3. A studbook that exists in another software can be migrated over to ZIMS for Studbooks. 

4. A new blank studbook can be created for data to be entered manually by the Studbook Keeper. 

5. An existing studbook within ZIMS for Studbooks but managed by a different region or institution can be 
transferred to AZA. 

 

1. Starting a new AZA studbook from ZIMS for Husbandry data 
A new studbook can be created using data from the ZIMS for Husbandry module, which contains data entered by 
Species360 member institutions. This can be done for a new AZA Animal Program or to restart a studbook that was 
lost or corrupted in legacy software. Creating this studbook would be an AZA TAG level decision, and dependent 
on approval from the Animal Population Management (APM) Committee. Species360 will download data for the 
species from ZIMS for Husbandry into the ZIMS for Studbooks module, and the PMC/AZA office will assign roles 
to the Studbook Keeper and other program participants. 

 
 
2. Starting a new AZA studbook by upgrading to SSP 
A studbook may exist in ZIMS for Studbooks but is not a designated SSP Program; for example, it may be a 
Candidate or TAG-monitored program. In the event that it is eligible to become an SSP (i.e. a published studbook 
indicates the population meets SSP criteria), a Candidate Program will automatically be upgraded to the SSP 
designation and a TAG-monitored program can be upgraded at the recommendation of the TAG with approval from 
the Animal Population Management (APM) Committee. The PMC/AZA office will change the name on the studbook 
and assign roles to the Studbook Keeper and other program participants. 

 
 

 

TAG decides to 
create a new 
studbook, 
designates 
Program status 
and assigns 
Program Leaders

The AZA Animal 
Population 
Management (APM) 
Committee approves 
the creation of the 
new AZA Studbook

The PMC requests 
Species360 to 
create the studbook

Species360 performs a ZIMS 
download for the species into 
the Studbooks module and, 
together with the PMC/AZA 
office, assigns roles for the new 
studbooks's management

The Studbook 
Keeper begins 
cleaning up 
the data and 
managing the 
studbook

A Candidate or TAG-
monitored studbook is 
published to the AZA 
website and the population 
is shown to meet SSP 
criteria

Candidate Programs will be automatically 
upgraded to the SSP designation. TAG-
monitored programs can be upgraded to 
the SSP desgnation at the recommendation 
of the TAG with approval from the AZA 
APM Committee

The PMC/AZA office 
updates the 
studbook name in 
ZIMS for Studbooks 
and assigns roles

The Studbook 
Keeper begins 
clearning up the 
data and managing 
the studbook
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3. Starting a new AZA studbook by migrating from a legacy software 
There may be a studbook that is maintained in PopLink, SPARKS, Excel, Access, etc. There are various reasons 
studbooks may not yet have migrated. Some may not have been able to migrate to ZIMS for Studbooks previously 
due to special functionality required for their management not yet developed by ZIMS. When the necessary 
functionality becomes available, the Studbook Keeper should send the studbook and other relevant materials to the 
PMC (pmc@lpzoo.org), who then will share them with Species360 for migration. 
  

 
 
4. Starting a new AZA studbook by manually inputting data into a blank database in ZIMS for 

Studbooks 
While uncommon, there may be reason to start a new studbook by manually entering data only. Species360 can 
create a blank studbook in these cases and the designated Studbook Keeper enters the data by hand. 
 

 
 
5. Starting a new AZA studbook by transferring an existing studbook from a different region or 

institution over to AZA 
Species360 can transfer over an existing ZIMS for Studbooks database from a different region or institution if all 
parties/regions approve of the transfer.  

 
Resources: 

• Studbooks from ZIMS Data  
• A Reference Guide to ZIMS for Studbooks for Animal Program Leaders 
• Working Together in a Shared Studbook Database 
• Tidying Your Studbook in 5 Steps  

 
Topic Person Role Email 

General questions; 
giving others access to 
your studbook database 

Program Assistant AZA animalprograms@aza.org 

Planning Coordinator PMC pmc@lpzoo.org 

Population questions Your Population 
Biology Advisor 

PMC, Adjunct, 
SPMAG 

Contact pmc@lpzoo.org for a referral if 
you don’t yet have an advisor 

ZIMS for Studbooks 
software technical 
questions 

Species360 Support Species360 support@species360.org 

 

With TAG direction, 
studbook and relevant 
materials are 
submitted to the PMC 
(pmc@lpzoo.org) by 
the Studbook Keeper

PMC shares materials 
with Species360 and 
requests that they 
migrate the studbook 
into ZIMS for Studbooks

Studbook is 
deployed to ZIMS 
for Studbooks and 
roles are assigned

Species360 notifies the 
Animal Program Leader 
by email once migration 
is complete

The Studbook 
Keeper begins 
cleaning up the data 
and managing the 
studbook

TAG decides to 
create a new blank 
studbook, 
designates Program 
status and assigns 
Program Leaders

The AZA APM 
Committee approves 
the creation of the 
new AZA Studbook

The PMC requests 
Species360 to 
create the studbook

Species360 creates and 
names the blank database 
and, together with the 
PMC/AZA office, assigns 
roles for new  studbook's 
management

The Studbook Keeper 
begins manually enters 
the animal data in 
ZIMS for Studbooks

TAG agrees to assume 
management of an 
existing studbook from 
another region or non-
AZA facility; assigns AZA 
Program Leaders

The region or 
institution handing 
over management 
also approves the 
transfer

Species360 transfers 
management of the 
studbook to AZA

PMC/AZA office 
updates the 
studbook name 
and assigns roles

The Studbook Keeper 
begins cleaning up the 
data and managing the 
studbook
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