
At the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 
in Jacksonville, Fla., which has had green 
initiatives for years, it is common to hear 
people talk about different efforts to “Go 
Green.”   But what steps can be taken to go 
bigger, better and brighter?   

This is what we discovered.
Step One: You’re not alone. Whether 

you realize it or not, many people have a 
great passion and vision for this very subject. 
Talking and listening to others is inspiring. 
Attend the Green Summit during this year’s 
Association of Zoos and Aquariums Mid-Year 
Meeting 24-29 March in Jacksonville and hear 
what others are doing. The Green Summit is a 
great resource; use it as your compass. 

Step Two: What are you currently 
doing? Identify the green practices that are 

currently happening to establish a baseline. 
At the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens, after 
setting up our Green Team Committee, we 
identified several inspiring efforts:  
• Switching from incandescent to LEDs
• Establishing a successful e-waste program
• Composting 
• Continuing conservation programs that 

include messaging and evaluation
• Installing solar lights in parking lots
• Connecting green initiatives such as cell 

phone, battery and toner recycling to 
conservation programs

Step Three: Connect sustainability and 
your green efforts to your staff, volunteers, 
guests and donors. Make sure that everyone 
can effectively communicate the message 
and take action.

Step Four: Measurement and evaluation 
is key. Are you going in the right direction 
from your established baseline? What goals 
have you set for natural resource conservation 
and other green efforts? From there, evaluate 
each program regularly for success. 

What are the next steps?  Here at the 
Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens, we are 
currently still working through this. We are 
excited to find out as our journey through 
the woods continues. Stay tuned.

Leanne White is the curator of 
education at the Jacksonville Zoo  
and Gardens.
Rick Holzworth is the manager of 

support operations Jacksonville Zoo 
and Gardens.

Green Tales

Landing in the  
Middle of the Woods
Getting Green Going
By Leanne White and Rick Holzworth

If your zoo or aquarium were asked about your green efforts, what would 
your employees say? Many would throw out buzzwords like recycling, 
sustainability, and energy conservation. There are a variety of terms one 
could use as their description of a “green” effort.

Recycling and green efforts are often talked about at zoos and 
aquariums, but where do you start?  What steps do you take?  In case you’re 
new or still a novice to this thing called sustainability, it can be like being 
dropped off in the middle of the wood, with no compass and given no 
direction of where to start.
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