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Green Award Top  
Honor Winners
At the Annual Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums (AZA) Annual Conference 
in Salt Lake City, Utah, two facilities were 
awarded top honors for the Green Award. 
Congratulations to the Detroit Zoological 
Society in Royal Oak, Mich., and the 
Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science 
Centre in Vancouver, B.C., Canada. The 
award honors programs that reduce the 
environmental impact of an organization. 

The Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science 
Centre was honored to be recognized with 
this year’s Green Award. As an organization, 
they have made the 
commitment to driving the 
continuous improvement 
of their environmental 
performance through 
the implementation 
of the ISO 14001 
certified Environmental 
Management System 
(EMS). When faced 
with the biggest facility 
expansion in their history, 
this commitment led 
to integrating green 
building strategies to significantly reduce 
the environmental footprint of their new 
engagement space. A key component is 
the District Energy System loop, a facility-
wide, heat exchange system that reduces the 
resources required for heating and cooling by 
redistributing energy throughout the building. 
Their new footprint has allowed the Aquarium 
to expand the delivery of their world-class 
educational experience while maintaining 
its status as a model for innovation and 
environmentally-conscious practices for 
visitors and the community. 

The Green Award came on the heels 
of the Detroit Zoo completing a two-year 
bottled water phase-out effort, which is 
helping to keep more than 60,000 single-
use plastic bottles out of landfills and the 
environment annually. Over the last three 
years, the Detroit Zoological Society has also 
invested more than $3 million into energy 

efficiency projects, which results in utility 
costs savings of nearly $275,000 annually. 
The year ahead is even more exciting as 
the Society is currently constructing the 
first dry biodigester in Michigan and the 
first zoo-based system in the country. This 
biodigester will compost more than 400 
tons of animal waste and organic food 
waste while capturing methane to be used 
as a renewable energy source to help power 
the Zoo’s animal hospital. The Detroit 
Zoological Society is also getting their feet 
wet (or, in this case, keeping them dry) with 

permeable pavement sidewalks and parking 
lots, which divert stormwater from the 
Detroit sewer systems to prevent flooding 
and sewer overflows into rivers and lakes. 
And perhaps most exciting, the Society will 
open their new Polk Penguin Conservation 
Center in early 2016, which will represent 
the most sustainable construction work to 
date and will provide more than 80 penguins 
of four species with a state-of-the-art habitat 
while creating a critical public discussion 
around climate change. 

Jacob Clemens is the Manager of 
Sustainability at the Vancouver Aquarium.
Beth Wallace is the Manager of Sustainability 

at the Detroit Zoological Society. 
If you have a sustainable story to 

share with Green Tales from your zoo 
or aquarium, please contact sophia.
cifuentes@cincinnatizoo.org. 

of learning at Shedd. “Science Tech Treks 
provides an authentic experience with live 
animals and technology that makes learning 
fun and relevant.”

Touch Screen Technology Connects 
Students with Live Animals  
at the Aquarium
There are four experiences in the Science 
Tech Treks program: Animal Explorers 
and Junior Aquarists for grades K-2, and 
Science Investigators and Habitat Designers 
for grades 3-5. Each challenges students 
to become field researchers for a day, 
working in small groups and using a tablet 
application built in-house at Shedd and 
designed for exclusive use at the Aquarium 
to record their observation of live animals, 
their behaviors and their habitats. The 
students’ Science Tech Treks experience 
continues in their classroom through field 
reports generated at Shedd, which provides 
evidence of learning at teachers’ fingertips. 

Inspiring the Next Generation of 
Environmental Stewards
Most importantly, this new program aligns 
with Shedd’s mission of connecting people 
to the living world and inspiring action. 
Science Tech Treks bridges technology and 
interaction with science to the awe-inspiring 
connections created when children see live 
animals up close at the Aquarium.

“Our world depends on the next 
generation of environmental stewards. It 
starts when one student walks through 
Shedd’s halls and carries the experience for a 
lifetime,” said Ted Beattie, Shedd’s president 
and chief executive officer. “Our aim for 
the 200,000 students we see in field trips 
each year is to create an awareness of the 
links between animals and people and our 
common needs for survival.”

Science Tech Treks is the latest step 
in the evolving commitment to education 
in Shedd’s 40-year history of providing 
innovative programs to K-12 students. In 
addition to this new field trip experience, 
Shedd offers a Learning Lab program 
for grades 6-12 that focuses on anatomy 
and ecology, as well as a virtual field trip 
program titled, Live From Behind the 
Scenes, for grades K-8 that focuses on 
animal health, penguins and sharks, among 
other topics.


