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Edward H. Bean Award 
2022 Guidelines for completing the application 

 
 

 

The Edward H. Bean Award has two categories. Please choose one: 

• Sustainability 

• Innovation 

Each recognizes a significant captive propagation effort that either significantly enhances the 
population of a species, or represents a breakthrough in husbandry or breeding strategies that 
are significant milestones for creating a new zoo and aquarium population. 

 

For the “Sustainability” category, priority will be given to: 

•  long-term propagation or management programs that produce multiple successful births  

•  programs that demonstrate a quantifiable impact on the sustainability of the species or 
subspecies 

•  programs endorsed by the appropriate SSP and/or TAG and how the institution played 
a significant role 

 

For the “Innovation” category, priority will be given to breakthroughs in breeding 
programs that:  

• Push the boundaries for what’s possible in housing, propagating and managing a new or 
challenging species. 

• Are replicable, thus reducing or eliminating the need to acquire new animals from outside 
an AZA-accredited organization. 

 

Judging for the “Sustainability” award will be based on the following criteria: 

•  How is the breeding program significant for the conservation of the species? 

•  What is the long-term commitment of the institution(s) to the breeding program? 

•  How were the husbandry and research findings made accessible to other institutions? 

•  How was the disposition of offspring to enhance the long-term, successful maintenance of the 
species accomplished? 

All applications are due by close of business on June 1, 2022 and must be compiled into one PDF file. 

Please upload your file to: https://bit.ly/AZABeanAward  

The file name should reflect both the name of the institution and the award name. Abbreviations are allowed. 

Your file will go to the AZA Digital Dropbox account, but you do not need to sign in, or even have a Dropbox 

account to use this link—when it opens, just click on the “choose files” box and upload your application. 

Please contact Rob Vernon (rvernon@aza.org; 301-244-3352) if you have any questions about the 
application process. 
 

https://bit.ly/AZABeanAward
mailto:rvernon@aza.org;
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•  How does this breeding program support the applicable AZA Tag and/or SSP goals 
for the species? 

 

Judging for the “Innovation” award will be based on the following criteria: 

•  How is the breeding program pushing the envelope for captive management? What 
breakthroughs does this program represent? 

•  What is the long-term commitment of the institution(s) to the breeding program? 

•  How were the husbandry and research findings made accessible to other institutions? 

Candidate 
The CANDIDATE is that particular species and/or subspecies to which the birth, hatching, or 
program pertains. VERNACULAR NAME indicates the name by which the species and/or 
subspecies is most commonly known. Use the subspecific name, particularly if the candidate is 
most readily known for this form. Example: Sumatran Orangutan, Pongo pygmaeus abelii. 

 
Applicant 
Items in this section are self-explanatory. 

 
Basic Information pertaining to event 
Many Items in this section are self-explanatory, and the questions can be briefly answered. If the entry 
is a long-term propagation program, please provide that information in the supportive materials. 
 

Management and Husbandry 
This segment will require the most effort by the applicant. The narrative is critical to the judging 
This segment will require the most work by the applicant. The narrative is critical to the judging 
by the committee and must accompany the application. It should include not only efforts made 
to manage and breed an individual animal or species, but also consideration of future 
disposition, outbreeding, importance to the species or similar species, the sharing of information 
gained as a result of the program. Additionally, applicants for the “Sustainability” category will 
describe how participation with AZA’s Conservation and Science Programs(TAGs/SSPs) 
benefited the science of the Program. In both categories, the narrative should be complete and 
inclusive, yet written concisely without extraneous information. News clippings and press 
releases should not be included. 
 
Image 
Submit one digital image that illustrates the species, to be used during the Awards ceremony. 

 

Participation 
PARTICIPATION allows the institution(s) to list any participants deserving acknowledgment for 
assisting with that birth / hatching or program as well as describing the institution’s commitment to 
the program. 

 

Collaboration 
If the level of collaboration on a project is such that institutions wish to be considered collectively, 
with certificates to each institution, please list: 

• The collaborating institution(s). 

• List the criteria that were used to determine whether an institution's level of 
participation warranted inclusion in the application. 

• Include, as an appendix, the contributions that each of these institutions has made 
to the program. 

• Additionally, please submit a letter from the Director(s) of the collaborating 
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institution(s) indicating support of the submission. It is the responsibility of the 
submitting institution to properly determine the level of participation by other 
institutions. 

 

Submitter 
The SUBMITTER is that person responsible for the contents of the entry. Failure to provide an 
digital (picture) of the signature on the designated line will constitute an incomplete application. 

 

News Release Form 
AZA will create a news release for each award winner. Please complete the form and in the 
“summary” portion, write a paragraph describing your program, including details such as; new 
techniques or technologies employed, cost of construction (for exhibit award applications), and a 
description of any species of animal involved. 

Also, please submit the name, phone number and email address of a media contact for the award 
and a quote from the institutional director. Copies of the release will be shared with the institution for 
approval. 

It would be helpful to request that the Public Relations Department at your institution complete this 
form. Submit the completed News Release Form (available at www.aza.org/bean-award) with the 
application and also email the form as a WORD document to Rob Vernon: rvernon@aza.org 

 

WINNER’S RELEASE: HELP YOUR FELLOW  MEMBERS! 

If yours is the winning application, would you be willing to have it posted on the AZA website? 
Many people have asked for examples of a winning application so if given permission we post them 
on AZA’s website. It would be possible to edit the application before posting if there is information 
included that you would not wish to share with a wider audience. 

http://www.aza.org/bean-award
mailto:rvernon@aza.org

