
18  www.aza.org | August 2017

Green Tales

It’s for the 
Birds: Making 
Windows 
Visible with 
Innovative 
Solutions
By Wanda Evans
Birds are safer at Saint Louis Zoo in Saint 
Louis, Mo., thanks to innovative solutions 
implemented on new and existing buildings. 
Unlike people, birds do not see glass as a 
physical barrier and often fly into windows 
with deadly consequences. At Saint Louis 
Zoo, the graphics department came up with 
a window stripe application for existing 
windows and we installed an Ornilux glass 
on a new exhibit to prevent bird strikes with 
great success. 

Saint Louis Zoo began collecting data 
on bird collisions in 2012 as a collaborative 
effort by the bird department and the Zoo’s 
green team.  A reporting protocol was 
developed to collect data about the location 
of collision, date, time, bird species and 
survival status. Zoo staff also started testing 
various solutions to see what was effective, 
practical and affordable. By following 
the design guidelines established by the 
American Bird Conservancy, our graphics 
staff created a three-colored design pattern 
of white, black and gray stripes. This pattern 
is a unique design intended to create a visual 
cue any time of the day, regardless of shade. 
This design was applied to test windows and 
since then no bird strikes have been reported 
at the location. In 2016, funding was 

approved to apply this design on our largest 
windows. Animal outlines were added to 
the stripe design on the Administration 
Building for aesthetics.

Applying the stripe patterns to the 
largest buildings in 2016—Orthwein Animal 
Nutrition Center and August A. Busch 
Jr. Administration Building—has drawn 
considerable attention to the issue. Signage 
on windows with the application informs our 
visitors about the purpose of the stripes. The 
new Tasmanian Devil Habitat in the Emerson 
Children’s Zoo was the Zoo’s first project 
utilizing Ornilux glass, a manufactured clear 
glass that has embedded ultra violet patterns 
visible to birds, but not humans. 

This project is a concrete action that 
advances biodiversity within our campus 
and it is a replicable solution that our staff, 
volunteers and visitors can apply in their 
homes and businesses. The educational 
awareness we’ve developed encourages 
others to follow our lead. There is a 

groundswell of pride among staff and Zoo 
stakeholders since our stripe pattern was 
designed in house, putting a spotlight on the 
innovations that emerge from our facility. 
Docents, education staff and volunteers are 
able to speak with our visitors about this 
topic and the solutions we have devised 
to address it, which is an empowering 
conservation story. 

Accessing nature is tremendously 
beneficial for our health and wellbeing 
which is why incorporating windows in 
offices has become the norm, but it is also 
important to ensure that we consider the 
impact on wildlife populations. Saint Louis 
Zoo is committed to considering impact 
on wild bird populations as we design new 
projects. We are also committed to including 
this topic in our educational programming 
to bring awareness to the issue.

Wanda Evans, sustainability coordinator 
and project manager at Saint Louis Zoo.
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