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AZA Selects 17 Projects Led By AZA Members  
to Receive Conservation Grant Funding 
The Association of Zoos and Aquariums awarded Conservation 

Grants Fund grants totaling $355,000 to 17 research and 

conservation projects led by AZA members.

Established in 1984, the AZA Conservation Grants Fund is a 

competitive grants program that supports the cooperative 

conservation-related scientific and educational initiatives 

of AZA members and their partners. Major areas of funding 

for conservation and animal care are represented, including 

research, field conservation, education and outreach, animal 

welfare, animal health and animal management. Many 

Conservation Grants Fund projects are collaborations among 

AZA-accredited zoos and aquariums and state, federal 

and international wildlife agencies, academia and other 

conservation organizations.

“The Conservation Grants Fund provides direct support to 

AZA members who are working to achieve AZA’s mission 

of protecting wildlife and wild places,” said AZA President 

and CEO Dan Ashe. “The grants support critical research, 

conservation, and education projects that benefit endangered 

and vulnerable species around the world.”

Since 1991, the CGF has provided nearly $7.7 million to over  

400 projects worldwide. These funds are raised through private 

and corporate contributions, including long-time support 

from the Disney Conservation Fund. In addition to Disney, 

contributors to the 2018 grant awards include Stonyfield, Inc. 

and Baby Jogger LLC. 

After a competitive review 

of 64 applications, 17 

projects were chosen to 

be funded for 2018. This 

year’s awards span the 

globe, include an array of 

taxonomic groups, and will 

be implemented by staff 

at AZA member facilities 

of all sizes, as well as by individual AZA members working at 

non-profit organizations and universities. Ten of the proposals 

benefit species supported by AZA’s Saving Animals From 

Extinction (SAFE) program. For more information about the 

grant recipients, please click here. 

Sea Research Foundation Receives 
Federal Grant for STEM Program

Sea Research Foundation, parent company of Mystic Aquarium, 

has received a $2.25 million grant from the U.S. Department of 

Justice’s Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 

to help fund its Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 

Mentoring Program for the next three years.

The program’s goal is to improve the social development and 

academic achievement of 6- to 10-year-old youths from high-

needs communities through high-quality, conservation-based 

group mentoring experiences in the STEM fields.

www.aza.org

National Bison Day 
Once ranging from Oregon to New Jersey and Alaska to Mexico, bison 

herds inspired awe in western explorers, were integrally linked with 

the economic, physical and spiritual lives of Native Americans, and 

are a symbol of frontier culture. To honor the national mammal, AZA, 

along with universities, bison producers, tribal representatives, and 

conservationists, celebrated National Bison Day on November 3rd. 
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Zoo-Park Partnership Grants 
Benefit North American 
Conservation Projects 
The AZA announced that five AZA-

accredited facilities were selected 

as America’s Keystone Wildlife™ 

(AKW) grant recipients for 2018. 

Made possible by a Thoresen 

Foundation gift to AZA, these five 

$10,000 grants will be used to 

conduct conservation activities 

benefitting North American species 

on public lands as a part of Zoo-

Park Partnerships, an initiative designed to unite zoos and National Parks, 

National Wildlife Refuges, and National Forests and Grasslands (“parks”) in 

restoring sustainable habitats and wildlife populations.

Zoo-Park Partnerships (ZPPs) help America recover the wildlife legacy lost 

during the Fur Trade and Westward Expansion era of U.S. history and improve 

wildlife population health, genetic integrity and habitat in ways that also 

benefit local communities on public lands today. Zoos and parks also provide 

opportunities for inspired visitors to participate in “citizen stewardship” 

volunteer work that directly improves habitats and quality of life for AKW 

animals. The Association of Zoos & Aquariums is a primary AKW Project 

partner. 

“The collaborations between AZA, our member zoos and aquariums, and 

government entities enable us to protect our nation’s native wildlife and wild 

places,” said Dan Ashe, president and CEO of AZA. “These partnerships have 

led to the successful recovery and reintroduction of American bison, black-

footed ferrets, and other species once on the verge of extinction in our own 

backyards.”

The 2018 Grant Recipients include:

• Blank Park Zoo, partnering with Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge

• Dakota Zoo, partnering with Theodore Roosevelt National Park

• El Paso Zoo, partnering with Big Bend National Park

• Naples Zoo, partnering with Big Cypress National Preserve

• Red River Zoo, partnering with Wind Cave National Park

“Wildlife are a vital part of the historical landscape our National Parks and 

Refuges sustain and interpret. Partnerships with AZA zoos build capacity for 

restoring healthy wildlife populations and habitats and provide a key platform 

to share this important story of stewardship with zoo and park visitors alike,” 

said Julie Anton Randall, ZPP’s for AKW Project Leader.

All AZA-accredited facilities are eligible to receive funding. Successful 

grant recipients demonstrate ZPP plans centered on field conservation, 

interpretation, and/or citizen stewardship in line with the goals of the 

America’s Keystone Wildlife™ Project.

www.aza.org

Save Vanishing 
Species Stamp 

The Save Vanishing Species 

semipostal stamp benefits the 

Multinational Species Conservation 

Fund (MSCF), which support 

private-public partnerships to 

protect African and Asian elephants, 

great apes, marine turtles, rhinos, 

and tigers in their native habitats. 

MSCF programs help to sustain 

wildlife populations, address threats 

such as illegal poaching, reduce 

human-wildlife conflict, and protect 

essential habitat. By working 

with local communities, they also 

improve people’s livelihoods, 

contribute to local and regional 

stability, and support U.S. security 

interests in impoverished regions. 

The difference between the cost 

of the semipostal rate and the first 

class rate is transferred to the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service, which 

administers the MSCF. The stamp 

has raised more than $5,400,000 

since September 2011, and is 

available for purchase here.

© USFWS

http://www.aza.org
https://twitter.com/zoos_aquariums
https://www.facebook.com/AssociationOfZoosAndAquariums
https://www.fws.gov/international/save-vanishing-species-stamp.html#
https://store.usps.com/store/product/buy-stamps/save-vanishing-species-S_576674

