
 

  
AZA SSP Sustainability Award  

2022 Guidelines for completing the application 

 
All applications are due by COB on December 20, 2021, and must be compiled into one PDF file.    
Please make sure the file name reflects both the award name and the facility. Abbreviations are fine. 

Please submit your application via Dropbox using this link: https://bit.ly/AZA2022Awards 

Questions? Please contact Rob Vernon (rvernon@aza.org).  

 

The AZA Species Survival Plan® (SSP) Sustainability Award recognizes advances/achievements 
led by an SSP, Taxon Advisory Group (TAG) or Scientific Advisory Group (SAG) that have had a 
quantifiable impact on the long-term sustainability of an SSP’s managed population and significantly 
improved the population sustainability of that SSP into the future.  Animal Program Leaders (TAG 
Chair, SSP Coordinator, Studbook Keeper, SAG Chair) may submit an application for this award 
that demonstrates how their significant and oftentimes innovative efforts have resulted in an 
increase in an SSP’s population sustainability. The award will recognize the SSP Program as well 
as contributing Animal Program(s) on a perpetual plaque in the AZA office.  The AZA Animal 
Population Management (APM) Committee will review applications and make award decisions.   

Award decisions will be based on the following criteria: 

 The level of effort described that has resulted in significantly improving the SSP 
population’s sustainability. 

o Examples of initiatives may include innovative actions, advances in 
husbandry/management, major financial investment, significant animal 
importations, collaborative research, and the establishment of critical 
partnerships. 

 The quantifiable impact that has occurred which demonstrates an increase in the SSP 
population’s sustainability. 

 How any resulting forward actions were made accessible to all appropriate facilities in an 
effective and timely way. 

 How this initiative advances AZA TAG recommendations for that SSP Program’s 
population sustainability. 

 

A. APPLICANT AZA SSP PROGRAM 

APPLICANT AZA SSP PROGRAM is that particular species and/or subspecies to which the AZA 
Program pertains. If the AZA SSP Program is most readily known by the subspecies, then use this 
form. If the initiative applies to more than one SSP Program (e.g., both the Sumatran and Bornean 
Orangutan SSPs), then list all SSPs in A. 
 

VERNACULAR NAME indicates the name by which the species and/or subspecies is most 
commonly known (e.g., common name).  

Example: Sumatran Orangutan, Pongo pygmaeus abelii 
 

https://bit.ly/AZA2022Awards
mailto:rvernon@aza.org


 

B. APPLICANT (Questions 2-12) 

The AZA Animal Program developing the application should be the Animal Program that is leading 
the initiative impacting the AZA SSP Program population(s) sustainability.  This can be the SSP, its 
TAG, Studbook, or a SAG.   
The SSP Coordinator is the current Program Leader of the AZA SSP Program referenced in this 
application.  
The award will be made to the SSP Program regardless of who applies for the award. If the 
applicant Animal Program leading the initiative is not the SSP Program, that Animal Program will 
also be credited on the award. 
The SSP Program’s TAG Chair is asked to sign the application in order to indicate that the relevant 
TAG is aware of and endorses the application.   

C. BASIC INFORMATION PERTAINING TO AZA SSP PROGRAM (Questions 12-17) 
Animal Program documents (Studbooks, Breeding and Transfer Plans) may need to be referenced 
to find certain information.   

D. DESCRIPTION OF INITIATIVE(S) IMPACTING SSP POPULATION SUSTAINABILITY 
(Question 18) 

The nature of the activities (e.g., husbandry/management, financial investment, research, imports, 
establishment of partnerships, etc.) should be described here.  Be sure to be concise, yet detailed 
in the description of the initiative(s).   

E. IMPACT OF INITIATIVE ON SSP SUSTAINABILITY (Question 19) 

Please provide an explanation of the quantifiable impact for the sustainability of the SSP Program. 
This should be a written summary that cites data and information obtained from recent, published 
AZA Animal Program documents (e.g., Studbooks, Population Viability Analyses, Breeding & 
Transfer Plans).  Sources may also include records of major investment in time and money, if 
appropriate, research protocols and publications, etc.  

F. IMAGE (Question 20) 
Submit one digital image that illustrates the species nominated to be used during the Mid-Year 
Meeting Awards ceremony. 

G. ACCESSIBILITY (Question 21) 
Describe how any resulting forward actions have been made accessible to all appropriate facilities 
in an effective and timely way to advance SSP sustainability. 

H.  TAG PRIORITIES (Question 22) 
Describe how these efforts advance the related AZA TAG and SSP’s long-term goals for the SSP 
Program. 
 
I. COLLABORATIONS (Question 23) 

This section allows the applicant an opportunity to recognize groups and organizations (e.g., AZA 
programs/committees, non-member partners, other regional associations/programs, governmental 
agencies) whose collaboration on the initiative was essential to its success.  These groups and 
organizations will receive a certificate of recognition.    



 

 For example, “the AZA Government Affairs Committee was instrumental in helping our SSP 
Program address government regulations, which allowed for the development of a WAZA 
Global Species Management Plan (GSMP) that will facilitate long-term ex situ sustainability 
of this species.” 

 Explain why a collaborating group's level of participation warranted inclusion in the 
application. 

 Additionally, please submit a letter from the Chair(s) of the collaborating group(s) (if 
relevant) indicating support of your submission. It is the responsibility of the applicant to 
properly determine the level of participation by other facilities. 

J. PARTICIPATION (Question 24) 

This section allows the applicant an opportunity to identify SSP Program participants (TAG 
members, Institutional Representatives, advisors, researchers, etc.) and/or facilities deserving 
special acknowledgment for participating in the initiative.  These individuals and facilities will 
receive a certificate of recognition.    

K. SUBMITTER 

The SUBMITTER is that person responsible for the contents of the entry. Failure to provide an 
electronic signature on the designated line will constitute an incomplete application. 
 
J. NEWS RELEASE FORM 

AZA will create a news release for each award winner. Please complete the form and in the 
“summary” portion, write a paragraph briefly describing the SSP Program, the species involved, 
and of the initiative significantly impacting SSP population sustainability. 
Please submit the name, phone number and email address of a media contact for the award and a 
quote from the relevant SSP Coordinator. Copies of the release will be shared with the SSP 
Coordinator ‘s home facility for approval. It would be helpful to request that the Public Relations 
Department at your facility complete this form. Submit the completed Sustainability Award News 
Release Form with the application and also email the form as a WORD document to Rob Vernon: 
rvernon@aza.org 

K. WINNER’S RELEASE: HELP YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS! 

If yours is the winning application, would you be willing to have it posted on the AZA website and 
write an SSP Highlight article for Connect? Many people have asked for examples of a winning 
application so we are hoping to be able to post them on AZA’s website. It would be possible to edit 
the application before posting if there is information included that you would not wish to share with 
others. The SSP Highlight article will also provide an opportunity to share your successes with the 
general AZA membership. 

https://www.aza.org/assets/2332/sustainability_media_release_form.doc
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