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The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) is the primary federal agency 
responsible for supporting the nation’s 30,000+ museums.  IMLS defines museums to 
include aquariums, arboretums and botanical gardens, art museums, youth museums, 
general museums, historic houses and sites, history museums, nature centers, natural 
history and anthropology museums, planetariums, science and technology centers, 
specialized museums, and zoological parks. 

 

The Office of Museum Services (OMS) awards grants to museums to support them as 
institutions of learning and exploration and keepers of our cultural, historical, and scientific 
heritages.  Grants are awarded in a number of areas including educational programming, 
professional development, and collections management, among others.  However, recent 
funding has allowed the agency to fund only a small fraction of all highly-rated grant 
applications.   

 

Zoos and aquariums are committed to saving species, educating the public about wildlife, 
and contributing to the nation’s economic and cultural vitality.  They are essential partners 
at the federal, state, and local levels in providing education and cultural opportunities that 
adults and children may otherwise never enjoy.   

 

We urge Congress to support at least $80 million for the Office 
of Museum Services within IMLS for FY2022. 

 

SUPPORT FUNDING FOR THE OFFICE 
OF MUSEUM SERVICES  

*** 
Founded in 1924, the Association of Zoos and Aquariums is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to the 

advancement of zoos and aquariums in the areas of conservation, education, science, and guest experience. AZA's 240 
accredited aquariums, nature centers, science centers and zoos annually see more than 200 million visitors, collectively 
generate more than $22 billion in annual economic activity, and support more than 210,000 jobs globally. In 2019 they 

contributed $231.5 million in direct support for field conservation in 127 countries. 
 

http://www.aza.org/


Senator Gillibrand and Senator Collins invite your boss to join them in sending this letter to the 

HELP committee requesting robust funding for the Institute for Museum and Library Services’ 

(IMLS)  Office of Museum Services (OMS) in FY22 Labor, Health and Human Services and 

Education Appropriations bill. This draft is similar to last year’s letter except the addition of 

COVID-19 context.  

 

Letter Request 

We urge the Subcommittee to support robust funding for the IMLS Office of Museum Services 

for FY 2022 to support the important work museums do in our districts. This vital funding will 

aid museums of all types and enable them to bolster economic recovery and continue to serve our 

schools and communities, and preserve our cultural heritage for future generations.  

 

Background 

Museums across the country are struggling with the devastating impacts of the COVID-19 

pandemic. Survey data shows that one out of every three museums may shutter permanently 

without immediate support. This would amount to the loss of 12,000 museums and 124,000 jobs. 

30 percent of museums remain closed since the March 2020 lockdown and those that have 

reopened are operating on an average of 35 percent of their regular attendance—a reduction that 

is unsustainable. Despite these challenges, museums continue to meet the needs of their 

communities—from providing spaces for remote classrooms to providing lesson plans, online 

learning opportunities, and learning kits for teachers and families. OMS has provided critical 

leadership to the museum community through administering CARES Act grants and providing 

science-based information and recommended practices to reduce the risk of transmission of 

COVID-19 to staff and visitors engaging in the delivery of museum services.  

 

Support 

American Alliance of Museums (AAM) 

 

Deadline: April 14th 

 

Letter text below. 

 

If you are interested in signing on or have any questions, please feel free to email Anisa Dhillon 

(anisa_dhillon@gillibrand.senate.gov) and Gil Ruiz (gilbert_ruiz@gillibrand.senate.gov) 

 

 

Thank you, 

 

Anisa Dhillon 

Legislative Correspondent 

Office of Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 

478 Russell Senate Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

Office: 202-224-4451 

Visit us: Website | Facebook | Twitter 
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The Honorable Patty Murray                                      The Honorable Roy Blunt 

Chair                                                                           Ranking Member 

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human             Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human       

Services, Education, and Related Agencies               Services, Education, and Related Agencies 

Washington, DC 20510                                              Washington, DC 201510 

 

 

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Blunt: 

  

We write to thank the Subcommittee for its previous support, and to urge you to support robust 

funding for the Institute of Museum and Library Services’ (IMLS) Office of Museum Services 

(OMS) in the fiscal year (FY) 2022 Labor, Health and Human Services and Education 

Appropriations bill.  

 

Museums across the country are struggling with the devastating impacts of the COVID-19 

pandemic. Survey data shows that one out of every three museums may shutter permanently 

without immediate support. This would amount to the loss of 12,000 museums and 124,000 jobs. 

30 percent of museums remain closed since the March 2020 lockdown and those that have 

reopened are operating on an average of 35 percent of their regular attendance—a reduction that 

is unsustainable. Despite these challenges, museums continue to meet the needs of their 

communities—from providing spaces for remote classrooms to providing lesson plans, online 

learning opportunities, and learning kits for teachers and families. OMS has provided critical 

leadership to the museum community through administering CARES Act grants and providing 

science-based information and recommended practices to reduce the risk of transmission of 

COVID-19 to staff and visitors engaging in the delivery of museum services.  

 

Despite its small size, the IMLS Office of Museum Services is the largest dedicated source of 

investment in our nation’s museums, which typically support more than 700,000 jobs and 

contribute $50 billion annually to the U.S. economy. OMS funding plays a significant role in this 

economic impact by helping museums reach more visitors and spur community development. In 

addition to their economic benefits, OMS grants support museums’ advancements in areas such 

as public health upgrades, technology, lifelong community learning, and conservation and 

preservation. These successes notwithstanding, only a small fraction of the nation’s museums are 

currently being reached and many highly rated grant applications go unfunded.  

 

Museums will be vital to the recovery of communities, big and small, urban and rural, all across 

the country. The demand for museum services will be greater than ever. At a time when school 

and community resources are strained, museums are working overtime to fill the gaps. In normal 

times, museums welcome annually more than 55 million schoolchildren, bring art, science and 

cultural heritage into communities, and partner with other nonprofits to meet the specific needs 

of their local population. Prior to the pandemic, museums opened their doors to more people than 

ever with over 850 million visits each year – with many of these visitors offered free or reduced 

admission. Museums are also working to address a wide range of our nation’s greatest 

challenges. For example, some museums are conducting medical research and creating energy 

https://www.aam-us.org/2020/11/17/museums-losing-millions-job-losses-mount-as-covid-19-cases-surge/


efficient public buildings, while others are helping veterans heal physically and psychologically 

and collecting food for needy families.  

 

Congress reauthorized IMLS in late 2018 by enacting the Museum and Library Services Act of 

2018 (P.L. 115-410). This legislation passed by unanimous consent in the Senate and by a wide 

margin of 331 to 28 in the House, showing Congress’ renewed bipartisan support for the 

agency’s programs and its commitment to providing funding. The agency is highly accountable, 

and its competitive, peer-reviewed grants leverage significant private resources while supporting 

museums in every state.   

 

We urge the Subcommittee to support robust funding for the IMLS Office of Museum Services 

for FY 2022 to support the important work museums do in our districts. This vital funding will 

aid museums of all types and enable them to bolster economic recovery and continue to serve our 

schools and communities, and preserve our cultural heritage for future generations.  

 

Again, we appreciate the Subcommittee’s prior support for OMS and request this investment to 

strengthen and sustain the work of our nation’s 

museums.                                                                              

 
 



 

Support Museums in Your District - Funding for the Office of 

Museum Services  

Sending Office: Honorable Paul Tonko 

Sent By: Darian.Harbeck@mail.house.gov  
  

Support Museums in Your District - Support Funding for the Office of 

Museum Services   

Support Museums in Your District 

Invest in the Relief and Recovery of Our Cultural and Educational Infrastructure 

Support Funding for the Office of Museum Services 

Deadline: ***TBD*** 

Dear Colleague,                                                                                             

We invite you to join us in signing a bipartisan letter requesting “robust funding” for the Office of Museum 

Services (OMS) within the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) in the Labor, Health and 

Human Services, and Education FY 2022 Appropriations bill.  

Museums across the country are struggling with the devastating impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. Survey 

data shows that one out of every three museums may shutter permanently without immediate support—a 

loss of 12,000 museums and 124,000 jobs. 30 percent of museums remain closed since the March 2020 

lockdown and those that have reopened are operating on an average of 35 percent of their regular attendance, 

a reduction that is unsustainable long-term even with recent federal relief support. Like other nonprofits, 

museums are suffering yet continue to work to meet the needs of their communities. From accommodating 

spaces for remote and virtual classrooms to providing lesson plans, online learning opportunities, and drop-

off learning kits to teachers and families, museums are stable oases in the midst of turmoil. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, OMS has provided critical leadership to the museum community through 

its CARES Act grants for museums and the REopening Archives, Libraries, and Museums (REALM) 

project. The REALM project is a research partnership to create and distribute science-based information and 

recommended practices designed to reduce the risk of transmission of COVID-19 to staff and visitors who 

are engaging in the delivery or use of museum services. 

Museums are a vital part of our communities and educational infrastructure. Each year, pre-COVID-19, they 

invested at least $2 billion directly in education programs, many of which are tailored to meet state and local 

curriculums. Museums are economic engines—supporting over 700,000 jobs prior to the pandemic, spurring 

local tourism, and contributing to the cultural fabric of our nation. They are also beloved by our constituents, 

drawing over 1 million volunteer hours every week.  
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Museums will be vital to the nation’s recovery and the recovery of communities, big and small, urban and 

rural, all across the country. For FY 2022, we recommend robust funding to support the important 

work that the nation’s museums do in our communities. This funding would support crucial public 

health and technology upgrades, education programs, collections care, community engagement, data 

collection, and would help to replace revenue from admissions fees and other earned income lost due to the 

pandemic. Museums frequently leverage modest federal investments with state, local, and private funding 

to amplify their impact. The agency has widespread bipartisan support, is highly accountable, and its 

competitive, peer-reviewed grants serve every state.    

For more information or to sign onto this letter, please contact Darian Harbeck with Rep. Tonko at 

darian.harbeck@mail.house.gov, Claire Osborn with Rep. Barr at claire.osborn@mail.house.gov, Evan 

Johnston with Rep. Pingree at evan.johnston@mail.house.gov, or Allie Hildebrand with Rep. McKinley at 

allie.hildebrand@mail.house.gov.  

Sincerely,  

Paul D. Tonko                     Andy Barr                         Chellie Pingree                             David B. McKinley, 

P.E.                 

U.S. Representative            U.S. Representative            U.S. Representative                      U.S. Representative 

#####  

Letter:    

Dear Chairwoman DeLauro and Ranking Member Cole,  

We write to thank the Subcommittee for its previous support and to urge you to support robust funding for 

the Institute of Museum and Library Services’ (IMLS) Office of Museum Services (OMS) in the FY 2022 

Labor, Health and Human Services and Education Appropriations bill.  

Museums across the country are struggling with the devastating impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. Survey 

data shows that one out of every three museums may shutter permanently without immediate support—a 

loss of 12,000 museums and 124,000 jobs—and confirms the financial state of U.S. museums is moving 

from bad to worse. 30 percent of museums remain closed since the March 2020 lockdown and those that 

have reopened are operating on an average of 35 percent of their regular attendance, a reduction that is 

unsustainable long-term even with recent federal relief support. Like other nonprofits, museums are 

suffering yet continue to work to meet the needs of their communities. From accommodating spaces for 

remote and virtual classrooms to providing lesson plans, online learning opportunities, and drop-off learning 

kits to teachers and families, museums are stable oases in the midst of turmoil. 

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, OMS has provided critical leadership to the museum community 

through its CARES Act grants for museums and the REopening Archives, Libraries, and Museums 

(REALM) project. The REALM project is a research partnership between OCLC, IMLS-OMS, and Battelle 

to create and distribute science-based information and recommended practices designed to reduce the risk of 

transmission of COVID-19 to staff and visitors who are engaging in the delivery or use of museum services.  

Despite its small size, the IMLS Office of Museum Services is the largest dedicated source of investment in 

our nation’s museums, which pre-COVID-19 supported over 700,000 jobs and contributed $50 billion 

annually to the U.S. economy. OMS funding plays a significant role in this economic impact by helping 

museums reach more visitors and spur community development. In addition to their economic benefits, 

file:///C:/Users/dharbeck/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/6R0QKPZO/Darian.Harbeck@mail.house.gov
mailto:claire.osborn@mail.house.gov
mailto:evan.johnston@mail.house.gov
mailto:allie.hildebrand@mail.house.gov
https://www.aam-us.org/2020/11/17/museums-losing-millions-job-losses-mount-as-covid-19-cases-surge/
https://www.aam-us.org/2020/11/17/museums-losing-millions-job-losses-mount-as-covid-19-cases-surge/


OMS grants also support museums’ advancements in areas such as public health upgrades, technology, 

lifelong community learning, and conservation and preservation. These successes notwithstanding, only a 

small fraction of the nation’s museums are currently being reached and many highly rated grant applications 

go unfunded.  

Museums will be vital to the nation’s recovery and the recovery of communities, big and small, urban and 

rural, all across the country. At a time when school and community resources are strained, museums are 

working overtime to fill the gaps. Pre-COVID-19, they welcomed annually more than 55 million 

schoolchildren, bringing art, science, and cultural heritage into communities, and partnered with other 

nonprofits to meet the specific needs of their local population. In addition, our nation’s museums opened 

their doors to more people than ever with over 850 million visits each year—with many of these visitors 

offered free or reduced admission. Museums are also part of a robust nonprofit community working to 

address a wide range of our nation’s greatest challenges, from conducting medical research and helping 

veterans heal physically and psychologically, to creating energy-efficient public buildings and collecting 

food for needy families.  

Congress reauthorized IMLS in late 2018 by enacting the Museum and Library Services Act of 2018 (Public 

Law No: 115-410). This legislation was passed with widespread bipartisan support by unanimous consent in 

the Senate and by a vote of 331 to 28 in the House, showing Congress’ bipartisan support for the agency’s 

programs and a commitment to its funding. The agency is highly accountable, and its competitive, peer-

reviewed grants leverage significant private resources while supporting museums in every state.   

We urge the Subcommittee to support robust funding for the IMLS Office of Museum Services for FY 2022 

to support the important work museums do in our districts. This vital funding will aid museums of all types 

and enable them to bolster economic recovery, serve our schools and communities, and preserve our cultural 

heritage for future generations.  

Again, we appreciate the Subcommittee’s prior support for OMS and request this investment to strengthen 

and sustain the work of our nation’s museums.  

Sincerely,  

  

  

 

Related Legislative Issues 

Selected legislative information: Appropriations, Economy, Education 
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FEDERAL SUPPORT FOR INTERNATIONAL CONSERVATION
The following federal programs support international conservation. These programs have a history of bipartisan 
Congressional support. Sustained funding for these global programs underpins U.S. economic and security 
interests while also helping to protect wildlife, natural resources, and the communities that depend on them.

STATE AND FOREIGN OPERATIONS

Development Assistance (DA)
DA is central to U.S. national security interests and 
global leadership, supporting rule of law and 
stability, and improving livelihoods and natural 
resource management worldwide. 
FY19 Enacted: $3.0B 
FY20 Enacted: $3.4B 
FY21 Enacted: $3.5B

U.S. Agency for International Development  
(USAID) Biodiversity
Supports USAID programs protecting natural 
landscapes and natural resources, while enhancing 
U.S. economic and national security interests.
FY19 Enacted: $285M 
FY20 Enacted: $315M 
FY21 Enacted: $320M

State/USAID Wildlife Trafficking
Supports ongoing efforts to combat the estimated  
$8-10 billion annual illegal wildlife trade through  
anti-poaching, anti-trafficking, and demand reduction 
programs.

FY19 Enacted: $90.7M 
FY20 Enacted: $100.7M
FY21 Enacted: $100.7M

The Global Environment Facility (GEF)
The GEF is an independently operated international 
financial facility providing grants to address global 
environmental issues, including wildlife trafficking, 
illegal timber trade, and unsustainable fisheries.  Half 
of its funding is directed to biodiversity projects.

FY19 Enacted: $139.6M 
FY20 Enacted: $139.6M 
FY21 Enacted: $139.6M

USAID Central Africa Regional Program for the 
Environment (CARPE)
Brings six nations and the U.S. together to save 
elephants and forest gorillas and protect tropical rain 
forests through anti-poaching, land-use planning, and 
sustainable development.

FY19 Enacted: $40M
FY20 Enacted: $43M
FY21 Enacted: $43M

USAID Sustainable Landscapes
Mitigates drivers of deforestation and forest 
degradation in the world’s largest and most 
biologically diverse tropical forests.

FY19 Enacted: $125M
FY20 Enacted: $135M
FY21 Enacted: $135M

Continued

Ü For more information please visit NaturalSecurity.us
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USAID Biodiversity, Andean Amazon
Supports capacity-building for sustainable forest 
use through the Initiative for Conservation in the 
Andean Amazon, including implementation of 
conservation programs in Colombia, Peru, and 
Ecuador.

FY19 Enacted: $20.5M
FY20 Enacted: $23.5M
FY21 Enacted: $23.5M

USAID Biodiversity, Guatemala/Belize
Supports conservation, governance, and law 
enforcement in the Maya Biosphere Reserve, 
including activities to address forest fires, which are 
often used to cover illegal activities.

FY19 Enacted: $5M

FY20 Enacted: $5.5M

FY21 Enacted: $6.25M 

USAID Biodiversity, Lacey Act
Supports implementation and enforcement of the  
Lacey Act and reduces the negative economic  
impacts of the illegal timber trade on U.S. industry 
in timber-related markets.

FY19 Enacted: $2.5M 
FY20 Enacted: $3.5M 
FY21 Enacted: $3.5M

International Organizations & Programs,  
International Conservation Programs
Provides core financial support to international 
organizations and programs that address global 
environmental challenges through cooperation, 
including the International Union for the Conservation  
of Nature (IUCN).
FY19 Enacted: $7M 
FY20 Enacted: $7M 
FY21 Enacted: $7M

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)  
(via USAID)—International Species
Supports international wildlife conservation efforts, 
including those for migratory birds and endangered 
sea turtles.
FY19 Enacted: $5.9M
FY20 Enacted: $6M

FY21 Enacted: $6M

U.S. Forest Service (via USAID)—International 
Forestry
Provides continued conservation support to protect 
biodiversity conservation in key wildlife habitats such 
as forests for tigers in the Russian Far East.

FY19 Enacted: $6M 

FY20 Enacted: $7M 

FY21 Enacted: $8M

Ü For more information please visit NaturalSecurity.us

USFWS Office of Law Enforcement
Funds the federal law enforcement agency responsible 
for conducting wildlife crimes investigations and 
enforcing wildlife trade laws in the U.S.

FY19 Enacted: $79.1M 
FY20 Enacted: $82.1M 
FY21 Enacted: $86.9M

U.S. Forest Service International Programs Supports 
Forest Service activities to combat illegal logging 
outside of the United States that adversely impacts 
U.S. markets and domestic timber producers and to 
promote sustainable forestry practices in other 
countries.

FY19 Enacted: $9M
FY20 Enacted: $12M
FY21 Enacted: $15.4M

INTERIOR AND ENVIRONMENT

USFWS Multinational Species Conservation Fund 
Provides a critical source of funding for on-the-
ground conservation efforts to help wild tigers, 
African and Asian elephants, rhinos, great apes,  
turtles and tortoises.

FY19 Enacted: $11.6.M 
FY20 Enacted: $15M 
FY21 Enacted: $18M

USFWS International Affairs
Supports international wildlife conservation efforts, 
including those to combat wildlife trafficking, and 
landscape-level wildlife conservation inside and 
across national boundaries.
FY19 Enacted: $15.8M 
FY20 Enacted: $18.8M 
FY21 Enacted: $23M

http://NaturalSecurity.us


 

 

Support USFWS International Affairs and the Multinational 
Species Conservation Fund in FY22 

Sending Office: Honorable Alan S. Lowenthal 
Sent By: Shane.Trimmer@mail.house.gov   

   

Support USFWS International Affairs and the Multinational Species 
Conservation Fund 

FY2022 Interior and Environment Appropriations Request 

Complete This Form to Sign On 

Dear Colleague: 

We are writing to ask you to sign the below letter to the Interior Appropriations 
Subcommittee asking for its support for an appropriation of $30 million for the 
Multinational Species Conservation Fund (MSCF) and $30 million for the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) International Affairs (IA) program to maintain and 
expand upon the funding levels included in the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2021. 

The MSCF is made up of a group of five Congressionally-established funds that 
provide seed money for public-private partnerships to conserve several of the 
world’s most iconic and most imperiled species— tigers, African and Asian 
elephants, rhinos, great apes, turtles, and tortoises—in their native habitats. In 
2019, the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act 
(Public Law 116-9), reauthorized the individual conservation acts that constitute the 
MSCF through 2023 with strong bipartisan support.  

While the MSCF supports specific groups of species, the USFWS IA program 
supports broader efforts to conserve our planet’s rich wildlife diversity by building 
capacity in developing countries for landscape-level wildlife conservation and 
stopping illegal wildlife trade. The program also provides oversight of domestic laws 
and international treaties that promote the long-term conservation of plant and 
animal species by ensuring that international trade and other activities do not 
threaten their survival in the wild. Report language from the FY20 and FY21 bills 
now being implemented directed the Department of the Interior to develop policies 
and procedures to improve the execution and oversight of some of the programs 
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administered by USFWS IA to better safeguard the rights, health, and safety of 
local communities and Indigenous Peoples in and around protected areas. 

Additional support is needed in light of  three crises of historic significance--a global 
pandemic, which has already claimed the lives of about half a million Americans 
and cost the American economy trillions of dollars; a worsening climate crisis that is 
unraveling ecosystems and bringing more intense weather; and a catastrophic loss 
of wildlife and biodiversity globally that risks turning into a mass extinction event.  

To sign onto the letter, please fill out this form. If you have any questions, please 
contact Shane Trimmer (Shane.Trimmer@mail.house.gov) with Rep. Lowenthal or 
Truman Reed (Truman.Reed@mail.house.gov) with Rep. Young. 

Sincerely 
ALAN LOWENTHAL                                DON YOUNG 
Member of Congress                                 Member of Congress 

 

Dear Chairwoman Pingree and Ranking Member Joyce: 

As you draft the FY22 Interior, the Environment and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, we ask that you include $30 million for the Multinational 
Species Conservation Fund (MSCF) and $30 million for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s (USFWS) International Affairs (IA) program to maintain and expand upon 
the funding levels included in H.R. 133, the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 
2021. 

The MSCF is made up of a group of five Congressionally-established funds that 
provide seed money for public-private partnerships to conserve several of the 
world’s most iconic and most imperiled species— tigers, African and Asian 
elephants, rhinos, great apes, turtles, and tortoises—in their native habitats. In 
2019, the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act 
(Public Law 116-9), reauthorized the individual conservation acts that constitute the 
MSCF through 2023 with strong bipartisan support.  

While the MSCF supports specific groups of species, the USFWS IA program 
supports broader efforts to conserve our planet’s rich wildlife diversity by building 
capacity for landscape-level wildlife conservation and stopping illegal wildlife trade. 
The program also provides oversight of domestic laws and international treaties 
that promote the long-term conservation of plant and animal species by ensuring 
that international trade and other activities do not threaten their survival in the wild. 
Report language from the FY20 and FY21 bills now being implemented directed the 
Department of the Interior to develop policies and procedures to improve the 
execution and oversight of some of the programs administered by USFWS IA to 
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better safeguard the rights, health, and safety of local communities and Indigenous 
Peoples in and around protected areas. 

We are grateful for the Committee’s strong support for these programs and for the 
funding provided in H.R. 133. We believe additional support is needed, particularly 
in light of three major challenges that are both impacting and rooted in the loss of 
species and habitats. We are facing three crises of historic significance-- a global 
pandemic, which has already claimed the lives of about half a million Americans 
and cost the American economy trillions of dollars; a worsening climate crisis that is 
unraveling ecosystems and bringing more intense weather; and a catastrophic loss 
of wildlife and biodiversity globally that risks turning into a mass extinction event. 
Investments in global conservation, including the work supported by these US Fish 
and Wildlife Service international programs, directly addresses several of the root 
causes of all three of these crises, by promoting conservation and restoration of 
forests and other wildlife habitats, monitoring wildlife health, promoting alternatives 
to wildlife as a source of protein, combating wildlife trafficking, and other means. To 
address these crises, we are asking for an increase in funding for the programs for 
FY22. 

These funds provide front-line protection against zoonotic disease by supporting 
programs that prevent the conditions that lead to spillover events. Zoonotic spillover 
events increase when humans come into closer contact with wildlife through the 
destruction and degradation of wildlife habitats, particularly tropical forests, or at 
live wildlife markets where animals are crowded for sale and slaughter. In both 
situations, wildlife is likely to be severely stressed, which further increases the 
potential for disease spillover to occur. Biodiversity loss, in itself, can also 
contribute to zoonotic disease spillover by removing buffer species that protect 
against diseases jumping into human populations.  

Increased funding is also needed to mitigate the impacts that the COVID-19 
pandemic is having on revenues that normally fund conservation, particularly those 
from tourism. Some of the most highly successful wildlife conservation programs, 
including those that the United States has supported for decades, are those that 
work with developing countries and local communities to combine sustainable 
management and conservation of wildlife with new economic opportunities and 
incomes derived from wildlife-based tourism. In Africa, parks and protected areas 
are a major driver of international tourism and a major contributor to the GDP of 
several countries. In community-managed “conservancies” in Namibia and Kenya, 
wildlife is the foundation of tourism models that have generated millions of dollars in 
benefits for local communities and supported successful, locally run conservation. 
With these revenues having dried up due to the pandemic, support is needed to 
ensure conservation activities can continue in these areas and to prevent a steep 
rise in poaching that might otherwise result.   



Funding through these programs also supports the Theodore Roosevelt Genius 
Prizes, which were created by the same bipartisan legislation that reauthorized the 
MSCF. This new program was designed to promote innovation and incentivize new 
solutions to different conservation challenges, including preventing wildlife 
poaching and trafficking; addressing invasive species, and promoting non-lethal 
wildlife conflict management.  

Additional support is also needed for conservation efforts in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, which host 6 of the 17 megadiverse countries of the world. According to 
a UN Environment Report in 2010, South America alone harbors 40% of Earth’s 
biodiversity. Sadly, Latin America and the Caribbean are losing more biodiversity 
than other regions at an alarming rate, with a wildlife population decline of 94% 
from 1970 to 2016 according to WWF’s Living Planet 2020. Investing in biodiversity 
conservation in this region is paramount to secure ecosystem and species health, 
and to mitigate climate change by protecting the Amazon and other carbon-rich 
forests and ecosystems. Today, emblematic species like the jaguar, are now extinct 
in at least two countries where they used to roam, and face more threats than ever 
due to ecosystem degradation and fragmentation, decline of natural prey, human-
wildlife conflict, and the emerging and growing threat of illegal trade.  

The final FY20 and FY21 appropriations bills included report language directing the 
Department of the Interior to develop policies and procedures for the execution and 
oversight of international conservation programs to ensure that grant recipients 
have policies in place that safeguard the rights of Indigenous Peoples and the 
human rights of individuals and communities in and around protected areas 
supported by grant monies. We support the development of these guidelines and 
urge the Committee to include sufficient funding to support their implementation. 

The Committee’s support is needed now more than ever, given the intense 
pressures that these intertwined, existential crises are placing on both humans and 
wildlife. For these reasons, we support funding the MSCF at $30 million and IA at 
$30 million for FY22 and urge you to include at least this level of funding in the 
FY22 Interior, the Environment and Related Agencies Appropriations Act. Thank 
you for taking the time to consider our views and for recognizing the ongoing 
importance of these programs in protecting our world’s rich biological diversity and 
the people who rely on it. 

Sincerely, 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 



From: e-Dear Colleague <e-dearcolleague@housemail.house.gov> 
Sent: Friday, April 9, 2021 2:01 PM 
To: Nasielski, Katharine <Katharine.Nasielski@mail.house.gov> 
Subject: e-DearColleague: FY22 SFOPS Funding for International Conservation and Combating Wildlife 
Trafficking Programs 
  

 

FY22 SFOPS Funding for International Conservation and Combating Wildlife 

Trafficking Programs 

Sending Office: Honorable Grace Meng 

Sent By: Katharine.Nasielski@mail.house.gov 
  

   

FY22 SFOPS Funding for International Conservation and Combating Wildlife 

Trafficking Programs 

Deadline: April 16, COB 

Click HERE to sign 

Total Requests: 6 
Current Signatories: Meng, Katko, Blumenauer, Brownley, Casten, Connolly, Davis, DeFazio, DeSaulnier, Garamendi, Hayes, Lynch, 

Malliotakis, Morrelle, Raskin, Sires, Young  
 

Dear Colleague, 

 

We urge you to join us in ensuring robust funding for international conservation by signing the FY22 State, Foreign 

Operations, and Related Agencies (SFOPS) Appropriations Subcommittee submission request letter regarding the 

following programmatic requests: 

 

 USAID Biodiversity Program; 
 USAID Global Health Security Program 

 U.S. State Department and USAID Combating Wildlife Trafficking Programs; 
 The Global Environment Facility (GEF); 
 USAID Sustainable Landscapes; and 

 Tropical Forest Conservation Act 
 

These investments, which have historically received bipartisan and bicameral support, contribute to U.S. security and 

economic interests, combat transnational organized crime, build economic stability among our strategic partners 

around the world, and help to prevent future pandemics. 

 

There has never been a more important time to prevent and prepare for the next pandemic. Deforestation, legal and 

illegal wildlife trade for human consumption, and uncoordinated global health security systems create a world that is 

ill-prepared for the impacts of novel coronaviruses. The accounts addressed in this letter will invest in our global 

mailto:%20Katharine.Nasielski@mail.house.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/TUknC2krKBCE0mRVt1HF6W


health security to ensure that we are better prepared to combat disruptive zoonotic diseases at the original point of 

spillover and spread before they become pandemics. 

 

We urge you to sign this letter and express your support for these critical programs. The deadline for signing on 

is COB Friday April 16th. To sign the letter, please fill out this form. For questions, please contact Katharine 

Nasielski in Rep. Meng's office (Katharine.Nasielski@mail.house.gov) or Tristan Southard in Rep. John Katko’s 

office (Tristan.Southard@mail.house.gov). 

 

Sincerely. 

 

Grace Meng                                                                            John Katko 

Member of Congress                                                              Member of Congress 
  

Letter Text:  
  
The Honorable Barbara Lee                                      The Honorable Hal Rogers 

Chairwoman                                                               Ranking Member 

Subcommittee for State, Foreign Operations,            Subcommittee for State, Foreign Operations, 

and Related Programs                                                 and Related Programs 

H-307, The Capitol                                                     HT-2, The Capitol 

Washington, DC 20515                                              Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chairwoman Lee and Ranking Member Rogers: 

 

We write in support of robust funding in the FY2022 State, Foreign Operations, and Related Agencies Appropriations 

for USAID and State programs that support biodiversity, combating wildlife trafficking, sustainable landscapes, and 

conservation initiatives. These investments, which have historically received bipartisan and bicameral support, 

contribute to U.S. security and economic interests, combat transnational organized crime, build economic stability 

among our strategic partners around the world, and help to prevent future pandemics. 

 

COVID-19 has ravaged our families, our nation, and our global economy. There has never been a more important time 

to prevent and prepare for the next pandemic. Deforestation, the legal and illegal wildlife trade for human 

consumption, and uncoordinated global health security systems create a world that is ill-prepared for the impacts of 

novel coronaviruses. The accounts addressed in this letter will invest in our global health security to ensure that we are 

better prepared to combat disruptive zoonotic diseases at the original point of spillover and spread before they become 

pandemics. 

 

The illegal trade in endangered wildlife products is recognized by the U.S. government as transnational organized 

crime that garners an estimated $8-10 billion annually. Accounts combatting transnational crime keep criminals from 

profiting from stealing and poaching wildlife and natural resources. The high profits and low risks of wildlife 

trafficking have attracted the involvement of the same organized syndicates that traffic drugs, guns and people and 

violent extremist groups, including those with ties to terrorism. 

 

Illegal trade in timber and seafood is robbing Americans of billions of dollars annually by depressing prices of these 

goods, which makes it harder for law-abiding U.S. businesses and workers to compete in global markets. These illegal 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/TUknC2krKBCE0mRVt1HF6W
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activities are also driving deforestation and the collapse of global fish stocks, which are not only vital resources 

for developing communities that heavily rely on them, but for the global markets and supply chains that depend on 

their sustainability. As such, federal investments in international conservation combat threats to domestic security and 

economic prosperity, while empowering local communities and building economic stability and good natural resource 

management among our strategic partners. 

 

FY22 SFOPS Priority Accounts: 

 
USAID Biodiversity Programs 

Most U.S. foreign assistance for on-the ground conservation is delivered through USAID and its portfolio of 

biodiversity, forestry, and marine programs. These programs help protect some of the largest, most at-risk natural 

landscapes, species, water and soil quality, and the livelihoods of millions of people who directly depend on them for 

their survival and economic growth. For FY22, we request $500 million for the USAID Biodiversity Conservation and 

natural resource management programs, including $50 million to the Central Africa Regional Program for the 

Environment (CARPE). Increases from the FY21 enacted levels address would support regional landscape programs in 

Central Africa, the Amazon, Central America, and include support to USFWS, USFS, DOI, and NOAA leveraging the 

technical agency capacity and partnerships to conserve forests, great apes, and other vulnerable species. 
 

Global Health Security Program 
USAID’s Global Health Programs have a track record of monitoring, predicting, preventing and responding to 

emerging infectious diseases, including zoonotic diseases that spillover from wildlife and animals to people. Collection 

and analysis of zoonotic spillover data of both known and unknown pathogens at the source of spillover is an essential 

but often overlooked component to preventing pandemics. For FY22, we request $400,000,000 for the USAID Global 

Health Security Program to prevent pandemics at the source. 

 
U.S. State Department & U.S. Agency for International Development Combatting Wildlife Trafficking Programs 

Congress and the Administration have directed U.S. agencies to take strong steps to address the transnational 

organized crime of wildlife poaching and trafficking through the END Wildlife Trafficking Act and the Transnational 

Organized Crime Executive Order. U.S. State Department Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement 

(INL) supports programs to increase the capacity of wildlife law enforcement to detect, interdict, and seize illegal 

wildlife products and enhance investigative and law enforcement functions of our foreign enforcement partners, among 

other goals. USAID supports projects to strengthen anti-poaching and wildlife law enforcement, strengthen judicial 

systems and rule of law, disrupt transit hubs and reduce consumer demand for illegal wildlife products. For FY22, we 

request $200 million with at least $60 million to INL from Title IV, in order to combat the wildlife trafficking and 

enforce changes in the legal and illegal live wildlife trade for human consumption that exacerbates zoonotic disease 

spread, such as coronaviruses. 

 
The Global Environment Facility 

The Global Environment Facility (GEF) is an independent international financial institution that provides grants to 

support sustainable use of natural capital and improved management of natural resources. The GEF also funds 

programs to combat poaching and wildlife trafficking around the world, including supply and demand countries to 

strengthen national laws, improve law enforcement, monitor wildlife populations, and reduce demand. For FY22, we 

request $139.5 million, of which $136.5 million should only be available for the fourth installment of the U.S. 

contribution to the seventh replenishment of the Global Environment Facility. 



 

USAID Sustainable Landscapes 
The USAID Sustainable Landscapes Program supports efforts to halt deforestation and forest 

degradation, promote sustainable and responsible forestry practices, and prevent illegal logging in the world’s largest, 

most biologically diverse forests. These initiatives have helped address rural poverty, good governance and land tenure 

issues. For FY22, we request $200 million for USAID Sustainable Landscapes Program. 

 

Tropical Forest & Coral Conservation Act 
The TFCA offers eligible countries the opportunity to reduce their official concessional debt owed to the U.S. 

government while generating funds locally to conserve biological diversity and protect ecologically and economically 

vital forest ecosystems. For FY22, we request $20 million for the TFCA.  

 

We urge the Committee to continue to robustly fund international conservation and combating wildlife trafficking 

programs in the FY22 SFOPS Appropriations Act. 

 

Sincerely, 

__________________________________                    __________________________________ 

Grace Meng                                                                    John Katko 

Member of Congress                                                      Member of Congress 
  

 

 

 



ACTIONS THE U.S. CAN TAKE TO ADDRESS THE 
SECURITY IMPLICATIONS OF ECOLOGICAL DISRUPTION

• Promote international conservation

•  Combat environmental crime

•  Enhance water and food security

•  Strengthen pandemic preparation

•  Build local capacity to conserve and sustainably manage natural resources

THE UNITED STATES SHOULD APPROPRIATELY 
FUND EFFORTS ADDRESSING ECOLOGICAL DISRUPTION

Significantly increase investments in U.S. foreign assistance to reverse and reduce the drivers of       
ecological disruption.

Increased funding and attention for international efforts to halt biodiversity and nature loss, including 
deforestation, wildlife extinction, overfishing, soil degradation, groundwater over-extraction, and 
desertification are necessary for the enhanced security of nations. 

Promote international frameworks that protect nature and biodiversity.

Build on the 30x30 directive to preserve 30% of lands and waters by 2030 by creating an interagency task 
force that develops a strategy and action plan to address the major drivers of the biodiversity crisis globally. 

Elevate efforts to combat climate change and ecological disruption - arguably the two most critical emerging 
threats in the 21st century - as organizing principles for international engagement. These efforts must be 
integrated into our security alliances such as NATO and the UN Security Council as well as our bilateral 
engagements.

Prioritize the protection of critical ecosystem services that are not geographically specific, such as pollina-
tion, climate regulation, and water purification. To achieve this, the U.S. should pursue the establishment of 
a Threat Assessment Framework for ecosystem services at regional, national, and global levels.

Push for greater international adoption of demand-side policies and legislation that requires transparency 
throughout global supply chains, to protect not only our natural resource base but also the competitiveness 
of U.S. businesses.

Given their positive impacts on U.S. national security interests and their high return on investment, there is a strong 
argument for bold increases in funding appropriated for promoting natural security. We must keep pace with these 
emerging global threats, including the global loss of nature and degradation of natural systems, which is one of the 
most underappreciated national security threats of our time.

The U.S. government needs to appropriately back efforts to address ecological disruption and global loss of nature 
because these factors risk our national security. To effectively address this challenge, we believe a tenfold increase in 
resources is needed over the next 10 years to programs that do the following:



 
 
 Support the Endangered Species Recovery 

Challenge Grant Program 

The Endangered Species Act (ESA), recognized globally as a model for species preservation, has prevented 
the extinction of 99% of the species it protects since its inception in 1973.  AZA-accredited facilities, working 
with partners, have played a significant role in bringing more than twenty-five species — including the black-
footed ferret, Florida manatee, and California condor — back from the brink of extinction.  Other successful 
ongoing recovery and reintroduction initiatives include the American Burying Beatle, Golden Lion Tamarin, 
American red wolf, Karner blue butterfly, multiple fresh water mussels species, and many others. The 
unique expertise and experience of our members is unparalleled and has proved extremely valuable to 
species recovery. 
 
 
 
The Endangered Species Recovery Challenge Grant program was created in FY2018 in recognition of the 
critically important role of nonprofit partners in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s endangered species 
recovery efforts.  The program is a mechanism, through merit-based matching grants, to provide funding to 
support and enhance these efforts. Endangered Species Recovery Challenge Grants are limited to nonprofit 
organizations implementing the highest priority recovery actions identified in recovery plans, such as for 
genetically-sound breeding, rearing, and reintroduction programs. 
 
 
 
The AZA supports the inclusion of $20,000,000 for the Endangered Species Recovery Challenge Grant 
program in the FY2022 Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies appropriations bill. This funding will 
enable critical recovery partnerships to sustain these efforts so that we can realize the goal of full recovery 
for critically endangered species. 

 

*** 

Founded in 1924, the AZA is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to the advancement of zoos, aquariums, nature centers, and science 
centers in the areas of animal welfare, conservation, education, science, and guest experience.  The AZA is the independent accrediting organization 

for the premier zoos and aquariums in America and the world.  AZA-accredited facilities collectively draw more than 200 million visitors annually, 
generate more than $22 billion in annual economic activity, and support more than 210,000 jobs.  They also spend annually $231.5 million on field 

conservation projects in 127 countries. 

 

  

Visit www.aza.org for more information. 

 

http://www.aza.org/


Visit www.aza.org for more information. 

 
 
 

 

 

Cosponsor the “Preventing Future 
Pandemics Act” 

 

The trade in wildlife for human consumption poses an extraordinary risk to endangered animals – and now we 
know just how lethal it is to humans. The wildlife supply chain – legal and illegal – presents opportunities for the 
emergence and transmission of zoonoses (infectious diseases caused by a pathogen shared between animals 
and people).  COVID-19, the disease caused by the novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2), is just the most recent 
example of zoonotic disease spillover. Nearly every human on the planet has been affected by the devastating 
health impacts, the massive loss of human life, and a plunging global and local economy. AZA-accredited zoos 
and aquariums are not immune to these impacts – the virus caused more than 90% of AZA member facilities to 
close to the public for at least part of 2020, risking our solvency and missions.  
 
AZA supports H.R. 151/S. 37, the “Preventing Future Pandemics Act,” which would help reduce the risks of 
zoonotic disease transmission that can lead to pandemics by: 
 

• Prohibiting the import, export, and sale of certain live wildlife in the United States for purposes of 
human consumption as food or medicine. 

• Giving the State Department additional tools to address wildlife markets and the global wildlife trade for 
human consumption. 

• Authorizing funding for USAID to help communities that rely on consumption of wildlife for food security 
to develop safer and sustainable alternative animal and plant sourced foods and directing the agency to 
increase its activities in zoonotic disease surveillance, protecting biodiversity strongholds, and 
combating wildlife trafficking. 

• Increasing resources for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Office of Law Enforcement to strengthen its 
work on our borders and to expand its international attaché program to combat wildlife trafficking. 

 
Reduce the Risk: A Crisis in Human and Animal Health 

 
In response to this and future pandemics, AZA launched the Reduce the Risk initiative, aiming to diminish 
zoonotic disease threats by combating wildlife trade that poses a risk to human and animal health. AZA and 
members advocate for stricter regulations, enforcement, and transparency for all forms of wildlife trade (both 
legal and illegal) that threaten human and animal health. By addressing both legal and illegal wildlife markets, 
we will reduce the risk of emergence and transmission of zoonotic pathogens. 
 

*** 

Founded in 1924, the AZA is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to the advancement of zoos, aquariums, nature centers, and science 
centers in the areas of animal welfare, conservation, education, science, and guest experience.  The AZA is the independent accrediting 

organization for the premier zoos and aquariums in America and the world.  In 2019 AZA-accredited facilities collectively drew more than 200 
million visitors, generated more than $22 billion in economic activity, and supported more than 210,000 jobs.  They also spend annually $231.5 

million on field conservation projects in 127 countries. 
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Visit www.aza.org for more information.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOIN THE CONGRESSIONAL ZOO AND 
AQUARIUM CAUCUS 

 
 
On behalf of our 240 accredited facilities located in 169 congressional districts, 46 states, 
the District of Columbia, and 13 countries, we invite you to join the Congressional Zoo and 
Aquarium Caucus. The goals of the Caucus are to: 
 
• Recognize the impact of zoos and aquariums as they promote science education, 

wildlife conservation, and family recreation; 
 
• Foster appreciation for the work of zoos and aquariums as they save species, 

enhance local and regional economies, meet rigorous professional standards for 
animal welfare, and provide the public with essential connections to the natural 
world; and 

 
• Promote zoos and aquariums as centers of excellence in science and environmental 

education. 
 
To join the Congressional Zoo and Aquarium Caucus, please contact Max Frankel with 
Representative Quigley at Max.Frankel@mail.house.gov or Alan Feyerherm with 
Representative Fortenberry at Alan.Feyerherm@mail.house.gov. 
 
For more information about the Association of Zoos and Aquariums, please contact 
Jennifer Keaton at jkeaton@aza.org. 
  

http://www.aza.org/


www.aza.org 

 

Congressional Zoo & Aquarium Caucus 
(117th Congress) 

 
Co-Chairs 
 
Quigley, Mike (IL-05) 
Fortenberry, Jeff (NE-01) 
  
Bishop, Sanford (GA-02) 
Brownley, Julia (CA-26) 
Bustos, Cheri (IL-17) 
Carbajal, Salud (CA-24) 
Cicilline, David (RI-01) 
Cleaver, Emanuel (MO-05) 
Cohen, Steve (TN-09) 
Costa, Jim (CA-16) 
Courtney, Joe (CT-02) 
Davis, Danny (IL-07) 
Diaz-Balart, Mario (FL-25) 
Doyle, Michael (PA-18) 
Foster, Bill (IL-11) 
Granger, Kay (TX-12) 
Graves, Garret (LA-06) 
Green, Al (TX-09) 
Higgins, Brian (NY-26) 
Himes, Jim (CT-04) 
Jayapal, Pramila (WA-07) 
Johnson, Eddie Bernice (TX-30) 
Joyce, David (OH-14) 
Kaptur, Marcy (OH-09) 
Keating, William (MA-09) 
Kinzinger, Adam (IL-16) 
Langevin, Jim (RI-02) 
Latta, Robert (OH-05) 
Lee, Barbara (CA-13) 
Lofgren, Zoe (CA-19) 
Lowenthal, Alan (CA-47) 
Lynch, Stephen (MA-08) 
Malliotakis, Nicole (NY-11) 
Maloney, Carolyn (NY-12) 
Matsui, Doris (CA-06) 
McCaul, Michael T. (TX-10) 
McCollum, Betty (MN-04) 
Pascrell, Bill (NJ-09) 

Posey, Bill (FL-08) 
Ruppersberger, Dutch (MD-02) 
Ryan, Tim (OH-13) 
Sánchez, Linda T. (CA-38)  
Sarbanes, John P. (MD-03) 
Schakowsky, Jan (IL-09) 
Schiff, Adam (CA-28) 
Schrader, Kurt (OR-05) 
Scott, Bobby (VA-03) 
Scott, David (GA-13) 
Sires, Albio (NJ-08) 
Stivers, Steve (OH-15) 
Wittman, Robert J. (VA-01) 
Yarmuth, John (KY-03) 
 
Total:  52 
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