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MMeeeettiinnggss

Send Monthly Report submissions regarding 
amphibian conservation activities and opportunities 
to Shelly Grow (sgrow@aza.org, 301-562-0777 x263). 

  
 

WA Oregon Spotted Frog Working Group 
Karen Goodrowe Beck, Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium 
 

Discussions between the Zoo & Aquarium 
Alliance (AZA accredited facilities in the Pacific 
Northwest) and governmental agencies 
prompted a meeting, held at the Point Defiance 
Zoo & Aquarium in April, to discuss Oregon 
spotted frog conservation (OSF, Rana pretiosa). 
The OSF is listed as endangered in Washington 
State, is a candidate for US federal listing and is 
federally listed as endangered in Canada. 
 

The purpose of the meeting was to examine 
partnership opportunities and options for 
addressing OSF conservation. The group 
discussed the species’ status and threats in the 
wild, experiences with captive husbandry, 
headstarting/reintroduction/relocation issues, 
and the need for a state recovery plan.  
 

Monitoring of the ~40 extant populations within 
WA, OR, and British Columbia has revealed 
substantial population declines in recent years, 
and conservation action is needed.  Follow-up 
items identified by meeting participants were:  

• Develop a written recovery plan and 
establish a recovery team in Washington.  
Update: Woodland Park Zoo is writing a 
draft recovery plan. 

• Determine if local Department of Defense 
sites are acceptable for release of 
headstarted animals. 
Update: Ten members of the working group 
visited several sites in October. 

• Establish coordinated efforts to monitor 
chytrid and other diseases. 

• Obtain Mountain View’s husbandry protocol 
for rearing tadpoles for headstart/release 
efforts. 

• Identify interested captive breeding facilities 
and begin planning for headstart rearing 
efforts.  
Update: Northwest Trek and Oregon Zoo 
have expressed interest. 

• Establish a monitoring plan for 
release/experimental release. 

 

Additional meetings are planned to further 
recovery efforts for this native Northwest 
species. For more information, contact Karen 
Goodrowe Beck at: kareng@tacomaparks.com. 

 
 
OSF Working Group participants include:  
 

The Washington Departments of Fish & Wildlife, 
Natural Resources, and Transportation, the US 
Fish & Wildlife Service and Department of Defense 
(Fort Lewis Fish & Wildlife Program), the 
Mountain View Conservation & Breeding Centre, 
Northwest Trek, Oregon Zoo, Point Defiance Zoo 
& Aquarium, and Woodland Park Zoo. 

 
Save the date! 
Schedule Year of the 
Frog activities on Leap 
Day (February 29) and 

on (or around) Earth Day (April 22).  
 
Monthly Report Submission Information 
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The deadline to apply for Professional 
Training scholarships for AZA Board of 
Regents courses has been extended to 9 
November 2007. Three awards are 
available for international colleagues, 
including one sponsored by the Zoo 
Conservation Outreach Group (ZCOG) 
specific to amphibian conservation. 
Encourage your international colleagues t
apply! More information is available at: 
http://www.aza.org/prodev/Awards/.  

  

FFUUNNDDIINNGG  AAWWAARRDDEEDD    
  

The Cryptobranchid Interest Group (CIG; 
www.caudata.org/cig/) awarded a $500 
Ron Goellner Conservation Research Grant 
to Kelly Byram, a graduate student at the 
University of Florida. Ms. Byram hopes to 
qualify and quantify the behavioral and 
physiological impacts of the drug MS-222 
and develop a field protocol that 
minimizes the negative impacts on 
hellbender populations. 
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Adult Wyoming toad in the wild  
© Rebecca Johnson, Detroit Zoo 
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Wyoming toads (Bufo baxteri) have been a 
conservation priority for the Detroit Zoo since 
1995. Wyoming toad populations crashed 
dramatically over the past 30 years. The causes 

of the declines are 
not well 
understood but 
more than one 
factor likely 
contributed to the 
situation in the 
past, with habitat 
loss/degradation 
and infectious 
diseases 
(particularly 

chytridiomycosis) suspected as major driving 
forces. Wyoming toads are listed as “Extinct in 
the Wild” by the World Conservation Union 
(IUCN), meaning that populations in the wild are 
not self-sustaining. Without intensive 
management, including captive breeding 
programs, species that are “Extinct in the Wild” 
go extinct forever. 
 

The last remaining wild Wyoming toads were 
collected in the mid-1990’s by US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) officers for the purposes 
of founding a captive population. The captive 
breeding program is a multiple-partner effort 

that involves 
organizations like 
zoos and federal and 
state agencies. We 
are pleased to report 
that our Wyoming 
toad breeding efforts 
were again 
successful in 2007. 
We anticipate the  
toadlets produced 
this year will follow 
in the footsteps of 

those that have come before, with some 
individuals becoming part of the larger captive 
breeding population and others being released 
into carefully monitored and protected natural 
areas in the Laramie Basin. 
 
AZA’s Wyoming toad Species Survival Plan 
(SSP) was approved in December, 1996. To learn 
more about this program, contact Bruce Foster, 
SSP Coordinator, at bfoster@wcs.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Wyoming Toads at the Detroit Zoo  
Danna Schock and Rebecca Johnson, Detroit Zoological 
Society 
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The Golden Mantella Conservation Project 
The Golden Mantella frog (Mantella 
aurantiaca) is listed as Critically Endangered 
on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. 
It is restricted to a few areas of humid forest 
around Moramanga in eastern Madagascar 
and is threatened by habitat degradation 
(slash and burn agriculture) and bush fires. 
Over-collection for the international pet 
trade has been implicated in population 
declines, but evidence about the impact of 
this exploitation on wild populations is 
lacking. Madagasikara Voakajy is doing the 
first systematic regional conservation 
assessment of this species to provide a 
baseline for future conservation measures. 
For the education component of this project 
we are looking for conservation partners to 
assist us in developing a game about a 
frog’s life (based on the very successful 
flying fox version created by the AZA Bat 
TAG) for use in rural primary schools. We 
are also keen to develop partnerships with 
zoos that house M. aurantiaca to promote in 

Wyoming toadlet  
© Rebecca Johnson, Detroit 

situ community-based habitat conservation. 
 

For more information, contact Dr. Richard 
Jenkins (jenkins@moov.mg) and Roma 
Randrianavelona at Madagasikara Voakajy 
(www.madagasikara-voakajy.org) 
 
Helping Schools Celebrate Year of the Frog
Do you work with schools or know a teacher 
interested in amphibian conservation? We 
have an opportunity for them to help save a 
frog species from extinction! We are a 
group of six young professionals in the 
Emerging Wildlife Conservation Leaders 
program working with Amphibian Ark 
during 2008 Year of the Frog. Through an 
education and fundraising campaign in 
Spring 2008, we hope to provide funds for 
an institution in Latin America to begin a 
captive breeding program for a critically 
endangered species and to conduct field 
research and local education programs. 
Specific fundraising details will be available 
once an institution is selected, which will be 
soon. Our web site (www.helpafrog.com) 
provides teachers with educational activities 
about amphibians and fundraising ideas. 
Teachers can contact Aimee Weldon 
(aweldon@defenders.org) with questions.  


