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Small Population Management Workshop 
Brandie Smith, Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
 

On December 10 and 11, 2007, some of the 
world’s top amphibian and population 
management experts, including members of the 
AZA community, Amphibian Ark, and the IUCN's 
Conservation Breeding Specialist Group (CBSG), 
assembled at the San Diego Zoo for a special 
workshop to share information and analyze data 
about the amphibian population crisis. The group 
met to develop plans for propagating captive 
populations of endangered species as a hedge 
against extinction.  
 
The workshop focused on maintaining the 
genetic diversity and demographic stability 
needed for both short- and long-term captive 
programs with the ultimate goal of reintroducing 
animals into the wild. Population management 
discussions included the numbers of founders 
needed to start a captive population, genetic 
impacts of various amphibian mating strategies, 
and meta-population management and migration 
rates. Detailed recommendations developed at 
the meeting will be made available in Spring 
2008 to zoos, aquariums, and other facilities with 
amphibian breeding programs. 
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The past few months have seen a frenetic amount 

 

ia
materials, selected by the AZA 
Conservation Education Commi

• Find a Leap Day celebration near you – 
and make sure that your events are post

• Access amphibian conservation resources 
and learn more about the amphibian TAG’s
recommended conservation priorities 

• Donate to the AZA Amphibian Fund 

of activity in the lead-up to the launch of the 2008 
Year of the Frog.  Zoos from around the globe will 
celebrate the launch of the campaign by staging 
leapfrog events, from Auckland to California.  (see
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybgkDifR0NM).   
 
In
news that the first official corporate sponsor of 
the campaign is the Clorox Company, donating 
both much needed direct funds and in-kind 
materials. Read more about the collaboration a
www.savethefrog.com.   
 
T
announced a partnership with Amphibian Ark a
their annual meeting.  NABT reaches 6,000 
teachers throughout the US. (See 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0zY
 
N
sponsorship, NABT partnership and all othe
campaign updates, is posted on the Amphibia
Ark website (www.amphibianark.org). 
 

Submitted by: Lesley Dickie, 2008 Year of the Fr
Campaign Manager 
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to Shelly Grow (sgrow@aza.org, 301-562-0777 x263)
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Southeast Partners in Amphibian and 
Reptile Conservation’s (PARC) 2008 
annual meeting, Tools for Amphibian and 
Reptile Conservation, will be held at the 
University of Georgia (Athens) 21-24 
February. Register at: www.separc.org 
 
Northwest PARC will hold its inaugural 
annual meeting prior to the Society for 
Northwestern Vertebrate Biology (SNVB) 
festivities in Missoula, MT 26-27 February. 
This meeting will be used to develop 
regional priorities and task teams. More 
information is at: www.parcplace.org or 
www.snwvb.org/annualmeeting.html. 

http://www.amphibianark.org/
mailto:sgrow@aza.org
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NNeewwss  ffrroomm  tthhee  FFiieelldd 
Invertebrates for Amphibian Conservation  
Laura Dunn, Roger Williams Park Zoo  
 

Roger Williams Park Zoo (RWPZ) and Tulsa Zoo 
have joined other AZA institutions to combat the 
global amphibian crisis by supporting the El Valle 
Amphibian Conservation Center (EVACC) in 
Panama. But by working with insects, rather than 
amphibians. Their involvement demonstrates 
how collaborative and complementary 
contributions lead to conservation success. 
 
EVACC staff was spending an inordinate amount 
of time each day capturing hundreds of insects 
to feed rescued amphibians - an impractical 
solution for feeding an ever-growing population. 
With $3,000 in funding from RWPZ and $500 
from the RWPZ American Association of Zoo 
Keepers' (AAZK) chapter, EVACC built an 
invertebrate rearing facility, and in late May 
2007, RWPZ’s Conservation Programs 
Coordinator Lou Perrotti and Tulsa Zoo’s 
Herpetology and Invertebrate Keeper Aaron 
Goodwin went to Panama to get things started.  
 
With backgrounds and expertise in invertebrate 
conservation, Perrotti and Goodwin established 
captive colonies of native insects. EVACC staff 
now keeps insects alive in captivity for longer 
amounts of time, cutting down the frequency 
with which they hunt for insects in the wild. More 
importantly they, with Perrotti and Goodwin’s 
help, are perfecting the husbandry techniques 

necessary not only to 
sustain the insects, but 
to breed them 
successfully in 
captivity.    
 
Perrotti and Goodwin 
will work with EVACC 
over the next few years 
to perfect these 
husbandry and 
breeding techniques. 
Their main goals are to: 

find the proper environmental parameters to get 
the eggs to hatch; find out how long it takes for 
the nymphs to grow to adults; target additional 
native insect species for captive rearing; and 
provide hard-to-obtain insect rearing equipment.  
 
Once these goals have been met, EVACC will be 
well on its way to having an efficient and self-
sustaining food supply for its rescued 
amphibians, freeing up time to dedicate to 
studying and saving the amphibians themselves.  
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In 2007, EWCL (Emerging Wildlife 
Conservation Leaders; www.helpafrog.org), 
in conjunction with Amphibian Ark, solicited 
amphibian conservation proposals from 
various Latin American facilities. They have 
chosen a project to fund, but wanted to 
share information about three additional 
proposals that were rated highly. Email 
Shelly (sgrow@aza.org) or the contacts 
listed for a copy of their proposal(s) if you 
are interested in supporting their work. 
 
Bolivian Amphibian Conservation  
This project proposes to organize local 
amphibian conservation workshops, assess 
the habitat requirements of threatened and 
data deficient species of the genus 
Telmatobius, develop educational programs, 
set up amphibian exhibits at natural history 
museums, and create a captive breeding 
facility for Telmatobius spp. at the Museo de 
Historia Natural Alcide d’Orbigny. 
Contact: Arturo Muñoz; hyla_art@yahoo.com
Museo de Historia Natural Alcide d’Orbigny 
   
Brazilian Amphibian Conservation  
This project proposes to develop an ex situ 
captive assurance population of the critically 
endangered Scinax alcatraz.  In situ research 
on S. alcatraz and the common S. perpusillus 
will identify environmental parameters that 
would be replicated in captivity. A captive 
population of S. perpusillus will be used as a 
surrogate in order to develop husbandry 
protocols that would be adapted for future 
use on the rare S. alcatraz. The facilities will 
be housed at the São Paulo Zoo, with 
educational panels describing the project 
and threats facing amphibian populations.  
Contact: Cecília Kierulff; kierulff@uol.com.br 
Fundação Parque Zoológico de São Paulo 
 
Colombian Amphibian Conservation  
Focusing on five endemic Atelopus species in 
a National Park in the Sierra Nevada of Santa 
Marta, this project proposes to evaluate the 
species’ population status in the wild, 
develop a long-term monitoring program, 
test for Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis 
(Bd), and establish ex situ captive assurance 
populations at the University of Magdalena.  
Contact: Juan Manuel Renjifo 
juanmanuel.renjifo@gmail.com 
University of Magdalena 

© Lou Perrotti, RWPZ 


