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Speak up for Bats! 
 

Audience/Group Setting 

Appropriate for classroom or event setting. 

 

Goal 

To encourage people to speak up for bat research. 

 

Objectives 

To have people to write a postcard to U.S. lawmakers encouraging them to support white-nose 

syndrome research. 

 

Big Idea/Main Message 

Bats need our help!  It's easy to let your government know how you feel about actions that 

impact bat conservation. 

 

Conservation Action/Behavior Addressed 

Take action: It's easy to let your government know how you feel about actions that impact bat 

conservation and the most effective form of support is a hand written letter. 

 

Background Information 

White-nose Syndrome has killed more than 5.7 million bats since it was discovered in a single 

New York cave in February 2006.  Nine bat species in 19 U.S. states and 4 Canadian provinces 

have now been documented with either WNS or the fungus, Geomyces destructans, that is the 

demonstrated cause of this devastating disease. 

Named for a cold-loving white fungus typically found on the faces and wings of infected bats, 

White-nose Syndrome causes bats to awaken more often during hibernation and use up the stored 

fat reserves that are needed to get them through the winter.  Infected bats often emerge too soon 

from hibernation and are often seen flying around in midwinter.  These bats usually freeze or 

starve to death. 

Mortality rates approaching 100 percent are reported at some sites.  White-nose Syndrome 

threatens some of the largest hibernation caves for endangered Indiana myotis, gray myotis, and 

Virginia big-eared bats.  Ultimately, bats across North America are at imminent risk. 

Materials Needed 

 Postcards 

 Pens 

 Table 

 

Staff 

A minimum of one staff or volunteer. 
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Length of Activity 

2-3 minutes. 

 

Set up 

Gather necessary supplies 

 

Procedure 

1. Ask visitors if they would be interested in speaking up for bats.  If they are interested, 

discuss the devastation white-nose syndrome has had on bats. 

2. Have each guest write their name and address of the front of three post cards and a short 

message on the back. 

3. Collect all postcards and mail to Bat Conservation International, who will hand deliver 

each card to the appropriate representatives in Washington, D.C. 

 

*Note: Activity materials adapted from and used with permission from Bat Conservation 

International (www.batcon.org). 
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