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Make and Play Bat Game 
 

 

Audience/Group Setting 

Class, camp or event setting. 

 

Goal 

Be the first to make your bat return to the roost. 

 

Objectives 

Take turns rolling the dice and following the situation instructions as you go through a year in 

the life of a bat. 

 

Big Idea/Main Message 

To learn about the obstacles a Mexican free-tailed bat encounters in one year. 

 

Conservation Action/Behavior Addressed 

Look, listen, and learn: educate yourself and your family about bats.   

 

Background Information 

February – March:  Most Mexican free-tailed bats spend winter in Mexico and mate before 

returning to Texas in early Spring.  Pregnant females form large maternity colonies at Bracken 

Cave and a few other sites in Texas that offer suitable conditions of high humidity and warm 

temperature for raising young.  Males form smaller bachelor colonies at other sites. 

June – July: Mother bats give birth to one pup, while clinging to the roost with their thumbs and 

feet.  Newborns grow fast, nourished by rich milk from mammary glands located under their 

mothers’ wings.  Moms nurse their pups several times a day and must leave the cave each night 

to consume enough insects to sustain both themselves and their pups. 

Mid-August: Only 5 or 6 weeks after birth, pups reach adult size and begin to fly.  Pups join their 

mothers on the nightly flight to feed on crop destroying insects.  Although pups and moms roost 

separately in the cave, they remain bonded until the colony migrates back to Mexico in the Fall. 

Mid-November: When the first cold fronts push through the Texas Hill Country, Bracken’s bats 

being their migration back to Mexico.  Scientists think the bats move southward not to escape the 

cold, but to follow insect prey that moves south to feed of Mexican corps.  The bats overwinter 

in large caves in north and central Mexico, then return to Texas in the early Spring. 

 

Materials Needed 

 1 plastic shower curtain 

 Sharpie markers in a variety of colors 

 Fun foam, various colors 

 Template for the circle 

 Light box (optional) 

 2 large dice -- vinyl or fluffy ones work best 
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 Bat template 

 Situational cards (can be found at the end of the document) 

 

Staff 

2 staff or volunteers 

 

Length of Activity 

15 minutes 

 

Set up 

Draw a large cave for the bats’ roost at the top of the shower curtain and then a meandering line 

of circles (see photo example) leaving the cave and returning to the cave.  Add the word Start to 

the beginning game position and Finish to the ending position.  Then add the included situational 

instructions to various spots along the game path.  To add interest, you may wish to add art work 

scattered around the playing field.  Clip art or coloring books are both good sources for art that 

pertains to bats and the situational instructions.  (Lay the art pattern under the shower curtain to 

trace it—use a light box to make the pattern visible through the shower curtain.).  Trace the bat 

game piece pattern numerous times onto the various colors of fun foam.  Cut out bats to use as 

game pieces.  
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Procedure 

1. Each player chooses a bat-shaped game piece and puts it on the bats’ roost (the cave or 

the tree).  Each player rolls the dice. The player with the highest number will play first.  

2. The first player will roll the dice and then move his/her game piece along the game path 

the number of spaces indicated by the dice. The play will continue to the right with each 

player taking a turn.  

3. If a player’s bat lands on a circle with situational instructions, the player will follow those 

instructions before ending his/her turn. More than one player’s bat can occupy a spot at 

any given time.  

4. Players will continue playing until one bat returns to the roost and is declared the winner. 

                     Bat Game Piece Pattern 
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Situational Instructions 

 
 

It is early summer. Your Mom gave birth to you. She learned your smell and you developed a 

special call you will use to find each other among all the other bats.  Move ahead one space. 

 

Mom left you for the first time and successfully found you when she returned.  You drank milk 

and went back to sleep with the other bat pups.  Move ahead two spaces. 

 

You lost your grip on the cave wall and fell to the ground where a raccoon found you.  Go back 

to the beginning. 

 

With all the other babies jostling for space you were knocked off the cave wall but landed on a 

ledge.  Your breath was knocked from you but you will recover.  Miss one turn. 

 

You are hungry and your Mom hasn’t returned to the roost.  Move back 2 spaces.  

  

You are 20 days old and you are almost fully furred.  Move ahead one space. 

You try out your wings and fall to the ground but crawl up the wall to safety.  Move ahead 1 

space. 

 

About 5 weeks after being born you make your first flight out of the cave and into the night to 

hunt with the adults. Move ahead 2 spaces. 

 

A snake hanging at the cave opening almost caught you but you escaped safely.  Move ahead 2 

spaces. 

 

You echolocate and find lots of insects are out tonight.  You tried to catch a moth and missed. 

 Move back 2 spaces. 

 

Your echolocation tells you many insects are flying near the trees; you swoop over and catch 2 

mosquitoes.  Move ahead 3 spaces.  

 
Your colony of about 100 million free-tailed bats living in Central Texas caves consumes 

approximately 1,000 tons of insects nightly.  You are helping protect the farmers’ crops.  Move 

ahead 3 spaces.  

 

Fall is here.   You have found plenty of food during the summer and are ready to follow your colony 

to Mexico.  Move ahead 3 spaces. 

 

You are chased by a hawk and his talon tears your wing.  You head to the nearest shelter until you 

feel well enough to fly again.  Move back 3 spaces.  
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You and your colony make it to your winter caves. Males and females occupy the same caves. Move 

ahead 2 spaces. 

 
During the winter, hunters who think all bats have rabies enter the cave and kill many of your roost 

mates. Move back 3 spaces. 

 

You have a mate.  You will be a proud parent of a new baby in a few months.  Move ahead one 

space.  

 

Some bats begin migrating in late January but you and your colony migrate north in early February. 

Move ahead 1 space. 

 
You are back safe to the United States after a long trip back to your summer roosts.  Males stay 

separate from the females during this time of year.  Move ahead 2 spaces.   

 
It is a stormy night and you can’t fly tonight to feed.  Move back 2 spaces.   

 
It is early summer and all the female bats living in the maternity caves are getting ready to give birth. 

Move ahead 1 space.  

 
You give birth to a healthy pup.  Move ahead 2 spaces. 

 

People are hunting bats and many bats from your colony are killed. Go back 6 spaces. 

 

You have lots of food. There are lots of insects for the microbats to eat and many flowers are 

blooming for the megabats to drink nectar from.  Move forward 4 spaces. 

 
You echolocate and find lots of insects are out tonight.  You tried to catch a moth and missed.  Move 

back 2 spaces. 

 

You are hungry. Pesticides have been sprayed on plants that megabats feed on and it kills many 

of the insects that microbats eat.  Go back 6 spaces. 

 

You give birth to a healthy pup.  Move forward 3 spaces. 

 

An owl attacks you and your wing is torn. Go back 5 spaces. 

 

It has been a dry spring and not all the fruit trees have produced abundant fruit this year.  You 

have to compete with other bats to get enough to eat.  Move back 2 spaces.  

 

School students learn about the importance of bats. Move forward 3 spaces. 

 

It is raining too hard for you to feed tonight. Go back 3 spaces. 

 

The government passes a law that protects your habitat. Move ahead 5 spaces. 
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You find plenty of food. Megabats’ favorite fruits have ripened and microbats’ favorite insects 

are flying tonight.  Move ahead 3 spaces. 

 

The tree that you use for resting is cut down. Go back 4 spaces. 

 
A snake hanging at the cave opening almost caught you but you escaped safely.  Move ahead 2 

spaces. 

 
You echolocate and find lots of insects are out tonight.  You tried to catch a moth and missed.  Move 

back 2 spaces. 

 
Many cave dwelling bats in parts of the United States have died because of a fungus known as White 

Nose Syndrome.  Scientists do not have many answers as to why they are dying.  Move back 3 

spaces. 

   
Your echolocation tells you many insects are flying near the trees; you swoop over and catch 2 

mosquitoes.  Move ahead 3 spaces.  

 
It is a stormy night and you can’t fly tonight to feed.  Move back 2 spaces.   

 
Farmers have fired their guns to frighten you away from their fruit trees.  Move back 1 space.  

 
Bat houses have been put up in parks around the city.  Move ahead 2 spaces.  

 
Bat programs are being taught at local zoos and nature centers.  More people are becoming interested 

in bat conservation.  Move head 2 spaces.   

 


