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Home Sweet Home 
 

Audience/Group Setting 

Classroom, camp, or event setting.  Appropriate for all ages. 

 

Goal 

To become familiar with the habitat of certain bat species.  To understand what adaption bats 

have that enable them to hang upside down. 

 

Objectives 

To recognize that one type of bat habitat is a cave.  To learn how bats have adapted to hang 

upside down. 

 

Big Idea/Main Message 

Caves can make a good home for many bat species. 

 

Conservation Action/Behavior Addressed 

Bats are not scary: By learning about bat habitats, people will begin to develop a caring 

attitude/behavior toward bats by helping people understand. 

 

Background Information 

A habitat is a place where an animal lives.  Bats live in a variety of habitats, including live in 

dead trees, caves, bat houses, human buildings, rock crevices, and the underside of bridges.   

 

An adaptation is a feature that has developed over time which enables an animal to survive 

better.  Unlike the bodies of other animals, a bat’s body is best adapted for hanging upside down.  

Its hind limbs have rotated 180 degrees so that its knees face backwards.  This rotation aids in 

the bat’s ability to navigate in flight and to hang by its feet.  Bats actually have specialized 

tendons that hold their toes in place so that they are able to cling to their roosts without 

expending any energy.  In fact, bats must flex their muscles in order to let go of the roosting 

surface.  These adaptations are quite helpful for a flying mammal since bats only need to let go 

of the roost in order to drop into flight.  Hanging upside down also provides bats with roosting 

space away from predators in safe places on the ceilings of caves, in trees, and buildings that few 

other animals can use because they have not evolved to hang upside down by their feet. 

 

 

Materials Needed 

 Sheets 

 Chairs, cushions, or anything to hold up the cave 

 Bat craft 

 Crayons or markers 

 Flashlight 

 Tape 
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Staff 

A minimum of one staff or volunteer 

 

Length of Activity 

5-20 minutes, depending on how involved the kids become. 

 

Set up 

You can set the cave up yourself prior, or have kids help as part of the activity. 

 

Procedure 

1. Create a cave out of the sheets, anchoring all ends with something heavy. 

2. Have kids color the bat craft, then attach their bat to the cave with tape. 

3. Using the flashlight, explore what other bats live in the cave. 

4. For older guests, discuss how and why bats hang upside down.   

 


