
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 1, 2020 
 
Dr. Jose R. Romero 
Chair, ACIP 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,  
 

Re: Docket number CDC-2020-0121; Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention; Public comment for December meeting in support of priority 
Phase 1 (b) essential workers to include animal care professionals at zoos 
and aquariums.  

 
Dear Dr. Romero: 
 
As the ACIP considers its recommended priorities for states in vaccine distribution, the 
Association of Zoos & Aquariums (AZA), on behalf of its over 200 accredited members 
in the United States, urges your strong support for inclusion of animal care workers in 
your phase 1 (b) priority recommendation for essential workers. The nearly 800,000 
animals in our care need AZA professionals present to provide food, medical monitoring 
and animal husbandry on a daily basis. Many of these animals are endangered or 
threatened species that Congress has declared must be protected under the federal 
Endangered Species Act, some of which are the last remaining of their species on the 
planet. That protection requires trained professionals on site for essential work that 
cannot be done remotely. 
 
These professionals are essential. During the pandemic, they have been required to 
report to work continuously, even when the aquarium or zoo has been closed to the 
public, because the facility is home for the animals. 
 
A virus outbreak among these workers at any facility threatens both the health of 
humans as well as the animals depending on them for daily care.  It should also be 
noted that in the guidance document accompanying the March 28, 2020 advisory 
memorandum on the identification of essential critical infrastructure workers during the 
COVID-19 response, DHS/Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency specified 
the inclusion of " Workers performing services to animals in human care, including zoos 
and aquariums" as essential (Other Community-or-Government-Based Operations and 
Essential Functions). 
 
We also believe this designation should apply to critical facility operations personnel. 
For example, the Georgia Aquarium is the world’s largest aquarium (6.3 million gallons). 
Its pumps and filters run 24/7/365, and are the life support for the more than 100,000 
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animals who live there. The aquarists and other professionals who operate the facility 
are essential. 
 
Thank you for your careful consideration of this category of essential workers that 
warrants Phase 1 (b) priority. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Dan Ashe 
President and CEO 
 
 
Founded in 1924, The Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization dedicated to the advancement of zoos and aquariums in the areas of 
conservation, education, science, and recreation. AZA’s strict accreditation standards 
are the “gold standard” for excellence in the profession. AZA's accredited aquariums, 
nature centers, science centers and zoos annually host more than 200 million visitors, 
collectively generate more than $22 billion in annual economic activity, and support 
more than 208,000 jobs across the country. AZA-accredited facilities also spend over 
$200 million on field conservation in 128 countries benefiting 863 species and 
subspecies. 
 


