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Who We Are 
The Tiger Conservation Campaign is coordinated 
through the Association of Zoos and Aquariums’ 
(AZA) Tiger Species Survival Plan® (SSP). 

Dr. Tara Harris 
Campaign Coordinator 
Minnesota Zoo 

Dr. Kate Jenks 
Assistant Coordinator 
Minnesota Zoo 

Christina Dembiec 
Tiger SSP Education Advisor 
Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 

Cover photo: Edward Lochmann 
Photo this page:  Edward Lochmann 
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About Us 

Our Base of Operations  
Our campaign is coordinated from the 
Minnesota Zoo.  The Minnesota Zoo 
Foundation collects funds for the Tiger 
Conservation Campaign and directs 
them entirely to Campaign-supported 
tiger field conservation projects.  

Our Supported Field Projects 
The Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) 
conducts the field projects supported by the 
Tiger Conservation Campaign. Dr. Peter 
Clyne, Deputy Director for Asia Programs at 
WCS, is liaison to the Campaign.  

Our Role 
Coordinated by the AZA Tiger Species Survival 
Plan (SSP), the Tiger Conservation Campaign 
is galvanizing zoo and public support for 
critical on-the-ground efforts to secure a 
future for wild tigers.  

www.tigercampaign.org 
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The Tiger Conservation Campaign 
was founded on the belief that we 
can accomplish great things when 
we work together.  By pooling our 
funds to support carefully selected 
projects with a history of success, 
we can magnify our impact.   
 
Since the Campaign began in 2012, 
over 60 zoos and associated AAZK 
chapters, as well as a number of 
individual donors, have contributed 
nearly $730,000 to the Campaign!   
 
Throughout this report, we highlight 
what these funds have helped 
accomplish for endangered Amur, 
Malayan, and Sumatran tigers. 
 

Growing our commitment, together! 
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AMUR TIGERS 
 

WHERE THEY LIVE: Russian Far East and 
neighboring regions of China 
 
HOW MANY REMAIN: Around 500 
 
MAJOR THREATS: Poaching, habitat loss,  
and disease 
 
PROJECTS WE SUPPORT: Anti-poaching 
efforts, logging road closures 

RUSSIA 

Edward  
Lochmann 
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In the Russian Far East, our 
campaign supports WCS’s efforts 
to curb poaching of tigers and 
their prey.  At the heart of these 
efforts is a strategy that holds anti-
poaching teams accountable for 
their work, provides incentives to 
those that do a good job, and 
empowers wildlife managers with 
information to improve patrolling. 
 

Ashley Ondricek / Minnesota Zoo 

AMUR TIGER 
ANTI-POACHING  

EFFORTS 
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KEY OUTCOME: high-quality patrols are occurring 
in almost all protected areas with Amur tigers 

WCS works with management 
at seven protected areas to 
support and improve anti-
poaching efforts.  In the five 
areas with 2-5 years of data, 
patrol time and patrol 
distances have more than 
doubled since efforts began 
(for example, Land of the 
Leopard National Park, right). 

While the majority of patrols 
are conducted in vehicles, 
data reveal that the most 
effective patrols are 
conducted on foot.  Thus, it 
was recommended that a 
larger percentage of patrols 
be conducted on foot. 
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Average Monthly Patrol Effort of Teams in 
Land of the Leopard National Park 
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Thank you to everyone 
who stepped up to 
support our Holiday 
Giving Campaign! 

Your support helped buy critical items for rangers that 
conduct anti-poaching patrols in Ussirisk Reserve: 
 

WCS Russia 

Flashlights to help spot night-time 
poaching activities 
 

Winter boots  
 

Camera traps to monitor tigers and 
poaching activity 
 

A generator to provide electricity in 
remote patrolling outposts 
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Ternei County (Primorye, Russia) 
contains some of the best Amur tiger 
habitat in the world, and has been 
targeted by logging companies for its 
vast timber resources. The logging 
roads network has unintended 
consequences, providing poachers 
with thousands of kilometers of 
remote, unregulated roads to search 
for deer, boar, and tigers. We support 
WCS’s efforts to work with local 
timber companies to close unneeded 
forest roads.  One method of closing 
roads is by bulldozing huge piles of 
dirt to block access (right). 
 

AMUR TIGER 
LOGGING 

ROAD CLOSURE  
EFFORTS 

 

WCS Russia 
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KEY OUTCOME: a partnership continues with the 
largest logging company in the region to close roads 

WCS conducted a satellite analysis in 2015 
to quantify the threat that logging roads 
potentially pose. They found that, over a 
thirty-year period (1984-2014), the number 
of logging roads increased from 228 km 
(141 miles) to 6,278 km (3,901 miles).  
 
In 2016, WCS field staff expanded their 
partnership with the largest logging 
company in the region (TerneyLes), 
including hiring a local employee to 
monitor the legal status of roads and 
identify opportunities for road closures 
once leases for timber extraction 
terminate.  
 Roads proliferation in Ternei County, Russia.  

1984: 
141 miles 

2014:   
3,901 miles 
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Next steps for 2017 

Ussuriiskii Zapovednik/ WCS Russia 

 
The largest logging company in 
Primorye Russia has agreed to 
close 3-4 roads. 
 
Once access is blocked, a WCS 
team will set up camera traps to 
monitor wildlife and human 
impact to  gauge the 
effectiveness of road closures. 
 
WCS has commissioned the 
translation of a U.S. Forest 
Service road closure techniques 
manual into Russian, which will 
aid discussions with Russian 
colleagues. 
 
A graduate student will begin a 
study in other tiger range areas 
in Russia to understand the 
scope of the problem with 
logging road networks. 
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In 2015, in the Russian Far East, our 
campaign supported WCS’s efforts 
to mitigate tiger-human conflicts.  
Amur tigers and humans come into 
conflict when tigers range close to 
villages and when poachers enter 
tiger territory, wounding tigers or 
orphaning cubs.  Orphaned cubs 
that are rehabilitated and released 
back to the wild as adults are 
monitored for tiger-human conflict. 
 

Natasha Jefferies 

MITIGATING  
TIGER-HUMAN  

CONFLICT & 
MONITORING 

RELEASED 
TIGERS 

 
(update on previously funded project) 

13 



www.kardo.com 14 www.tigercampaign.org 

In spring 2013 and 2014, six young tigers that had been captured as orphaned cubs and rehabilitated 
were released into the Pri-Amur region of Russia.  Two of those tigers, Svetlaya and Borya, went their 
separate ways after release. She established a home range with plenty of prey.  He ranged alone in 
search of a mate.  Finally, Borya ventured into Svetlaya’s home range and a camera trap captured them 
together!  Below are Borya and Svetlaya lounging together in the March sunshine.  Camera traps will 
monitor whether this pairing results in cubs. 

WCS Russia 

KEY OUTCOME: two rehabilitated and released 
tigers become a pair in the wild 
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The most recent photos (from August 2016, 
below) demonstrate Zolushka’s cubs are 
thriving.  They will likely stay with her through 
the 2016-17 winter before dispersing.   

Zolushka (“Cinderella” in 
Russian), an orphaned tiger, 
was rescued in March 2012. 

She was rehabilitated, and 
then released in 2013.  She 
was caught on camera trap in 
the wild in March 2014. 

Zolushka was caught on a 
camera trap image in 
December 2015 with two cubs! 

KEY OUTCOME:  
tigers are breeding in the 
Pri-Amur region of Russia 
for the first time in 40 years 

All photos:  WCS Russia 
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In summer 2016, the strongest storm in 40 years 
raged across a large portion of Amur tiger habitat 
in Primorye, Russia. The areas in and around 
Sikhote-Alin Reserve were hit the hardest, with 
hurricane-force winds up to 155 miles/hour 
leveling massive swaths of forest (photo left).  
 
Sikhote-Alin Reserve has 500 kilometers (310 
miles) of forest trails dotted with ranger cabins; a 
network that provides critical access for tiger anti-
poaching patrols and scientific research. 

Teams have spent months 
working to clear these trails 
post-typhoon (inset left).   The 
going remains tough: a team 
of four can clear a mere 200 
meters (tenth of a mile) daily! 
Fire danger could reach 
unimagined heights by late 
spring as all downed trees dry 
and provide fuel to any 
wildfire. WCS-Russia and 
Sikhote-Alin Reserve teams’ 
ability to extinguish fires 
before they reach productive 
tiger habitat is dependent on 
the accessibility provided by 
the trail network.  Trail-
clearing efforts continue. 

Courtesy of Sikhote-Alin Reserve 

TEAMWORK OVERCOMES                        
CHALLENGES 

WCS Russia 



MALAYSIA 

Elena Mavros 

MALAYAN TIGERS 
 

WHERE THEY LIVE: Peninsular Malaysia 
 
HOW MANY REMAIN: Estimated 250-340  
 
MAJOR THREATS: Poaching of tigers and their 
prey, and habitat loss 
 
PROJECTS WE SUPPORT: Anti-poaching efforts 

17 
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In Peninsular Malaysia, the Endau-
Rompin Landscape has the 
potential to hold approximately 
100 tigers. But due to poaching of 
tigers and their prey, the tiger 
population is well below capacity. 
Our campaign supports WCS’s 
efforts to increase the 
effectiveness of anti-poaching 
patrols, and to strengthen anti-
poaching laws.  
 

MALAYAN TIGER  
ANTI-POACHING 

EFFORTS 

Elena Mavros 
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TIGER AREAS PATROLLED 
Multi-agency teams 
completed  over 13,000 
km (>8,000 mi) of patrols 
that covered nearly all of 
the Endau-Rompin 
Landscape. 

KEY OUTCOME: in Malaysia’s Endau-Rompin Tiger 
Landscape, snaring has been greatly reduced 

THREATS REMOVED 
Teams facilitated the 
removal of over 300 snares 
and traps, many of which 
were targeted for large 
mammals such as tigers. 

ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS 
Teams set up 50 
surveillance camera traps 
for monitoring tiger 
hotspots and poacher 
access points, which has 
yielded information about 
threats to tigers. 

All photos copyright of Johor National Park Corporation, Department of Wildlife and National Parks, Peninsular 
Malaysia, WCS-Malaysia program.  Faces have been blurred to protect identities. 
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KEY OUTCOME: a major offensive on poachers  
led to the arrest of 28 suspects 

In February 2016, WCS expanded 
anti-poaching programs with a 
multi-agency enforcement 
initiative. This was followed up in 
April 2016 with a major offensive 
on poachers through the 
deployment of nearly 300 
personnel which led to the arrest 
of 28 suspects.  

Elena Mavros 
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POPULATION 
SURVEY 

Teams deployed 260  
camera traps across 
Endau-Rompin and 
determined that the 
tiger population is 
very likely stable or 
increasing. 

KEY OUTCOME: in Malaysia’s Endau-Rompin Tiger 
Landscape, tigers are slowly recovering 

TRACKING TIGERS OVER TIME 
Camera trap photos from Endau-Rompin confirm that tiger cubs are surviving 
into adulthood.  In the set of photos above, a tiger first photographed as a cub 
was later photographed as a sub-adult.   
 
Each tiger’s stripes are unique, like a fingerprint.  This allows scientists to track 
individual tigers and to estimate population numbers. 

WCS-Malaysia 

WCS-Malaysia 

21 



www.kardo.com 22 

WCS-Malaysia 

WCS-Malaysia 

KEY OUTCOME: other endangered mammals and 
tiger prey species are persisting in Endau-Rompin as 
a result of the anti-poaching work 

Camera trap photos demonstrate that 
endangered species like Malayan tapirs (below) 
as well as tiger prey species like wild boar (left) 
are reproducing. 
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SUMATRA 

Dustin Kitchens 

SUMATRAN TIGERS 
 

WHERE THEY LIVE: The Indonesia island of 
Sumatra 
 
HOW MANY REMAIN: Approximately 500 
 
MAJOR THREATS: Habitat loss, poaching of tigers  
and their prey 
 
PROJECTS WE SUPPORT: Tiger-human conflict 
mitigation, combating wildlife crime and illegal  
habitat loss 
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Our campaign supports WCS’s 
efforts to reduce tiger-human 
conflict in the Leuser Landscape of 
northern Sumatra and Bukit 
Barisan Selatan in the southern 
part of the island.  Much of the 
lowland areas are now a mix of 
secondary forests and agriculture, 
a setting in which wild pigs thrive.  
Tigers follow wild pigs into this 
habitat where they encounter 
people that leads to tiger-human 
conflict. 
 

REDUCING 
TIGER-HUMAN 

CONFLICT 
 

Flickr Fan Hus 147 

24 



www.kardo.com 25 

KEY OUTCOME: nearly all of the villages along the 
boundaries of Gunung Leuser National Park are 
effectively monitored for tiger-human conflict 

WCS Indonesia 

Teams built 36 Tiger proof 
enclosures around Leuser 
and 5 enclosures around 
Bukit Barisan Selatan in 
2016. The enclosures 
house domestic livestock 
at night so that they are 
safe from tiger predation.  
The enclosures also reduce 
the incidence of tigers 
entering the communities. 
 
In 2016, teams responded 
to 14 tiger-human conflicts 
over 43 field days in 
Leuser, and to 13 tiger-
human conflicts over 63 
field days in Bukit Barisan 
Selatan. 

WCS Indonesia 
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KEY OUTCOME: the number of tigers killed or 
unnecessarily removed from the Leuser Landscape due 
to tiger-human conflict has been dramatically reduced 

Before this project began in 
2008, an average of 15 Sumatran 
tigers per year were killed or 
unnecessarily removed from 
northern Sumatra’s Leuser 
Landscape due to tiger-human 
conflict. 
 
Livestock continue to be 
predated upon by tigers, but 
there is more acceptance from 
the people that conflict is 
sometimes unavoidable in areas 
where tigers live. 

Tiger-human conflict results, Leuser Landscape 
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In the tropical forests of Sumatra, 
the smallest subspecies of tiger is 
losing ground to poaching and 
habitat loss.  Our campaign 
supports WCS’s efforts to combat 
the wildlife crime networks that 
drive tiger poaching and the illegal 
forest encroachment that drives 
habitat loss. 
 

COMBATING 
WILDLIFE CRIME  

& ILLEGAL 
HABITAT 

LOSS 
 

Bernard Spragg 
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INVESTIGATIONS 
From June 2015-May 2016, the 
Wildlife Crimes Units handled 
12 cases involving 31 suspects 
operating in the Leuser 
landscape (eight illegal trading 
cases, three illegal hunting 
cases and one smuggling case). 

KEY OUTCOME: Wildlife Crimes Units catalyzed the 
capture of 60% of people involved in the tiger trade 
in the Leuser Landscape 

SPECIMENS SIEZED 
A total of 828 specimens 
(body parts or live animals) 
from protected species were 
seized from Wildlife Crimes 
Unit’s cases from  
June 2015 – May 2016. 

CEREMONIAL BURN 
On May 23, 2016, Indonesian 
authorities conducted a 
ceremonial burn (left photo) 
of confiscated wildlife. The 
majority of the wildlife was 
confiscated based on Wildlife 
Crimes Units intelligence 
information.  

WCS-Indonesia WCS-Indonesia WCS-Indonesia 
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KEY OUTCOME: patrol detection of wildlife crime 
and illegal habitat loss has increased 

Between 2011- 2016, ranger team 
productivity steadily  increased. 

From 2011-2016, teams  removed 660 
snare traps: 105 set for large-bodied 
mammals; 102 set for medium-bodied 
mammals; 134 set for small-bodied 
mammals and 319 set for birds. 

(through May) 

In a recent one-year period, patrol 
teams recorded and reported 123 
encroachment points and  97 cases of 
illegal logging in eastern Leuser. 

A recently established Forest Crimes 
Unit has begun to secure arrests for the 
illegal harvesting and processing of 
timber from within the national park. 

*no data available for 2012 due to a changeover 

in data collection and reporting systems 

Ranger Team Productivity 
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In 2016, donations to the Tiger 
Conservation Campaign helped pay for: 

Anti-poaching patrols and a 
tiger-human conflict 
response team 

Camera traps to track tigers 
and catch poachers 

Backpacks, boots, and 
jackets for field staff 

Training of law enforcement 
personnel 

YOUR SUPPORT 
MAKES A 

DIFFERENCE! 
 

Investigations of illegal 
wildlife traders 

Tiger-proof livestock 
enclosures 

WCS-Indonesia 
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 Project Supporters 
Thank you! 

PLATINUM 

$10,000 or more 

or 3+ years 
pledged or 
continuous 
support of 

$5,000+/year 

GOLD 

$5,000-$9,999 

or 3+ years 
pledged or 
continuous 
support of 

$2,000+/year 

SILVER 

$2,000-$4,999 
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 2016 Project Supporters – Platinum Level  
Zoos and other organizations 
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/5/5c/ColsZooLogocurrent.png
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 2016 Project Supporters – Gold Level 
Zoos and other organizations 
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 2016 Project Supporters – Silver Level 

John Ball Zoo, Little Rock Zoo, Milwaukee County Zoo, 
Oklahoma City Zoo, Phoenix Zoo 

 2016 Family of Supporters 

Alexandria Zoo, Audubon Nature Institute, Cameron 
Park Zoo, Erie Zoological Society, Henry Vilas Park 
Zoological Society, Honolulu Zoo, Kansas City Friends 
of the Zoo, Mesker Park Zoo, Miller Park Zoo, Peoria 
Zoo, Toronto Zoo 

Zoos and other organizations ($2,000 - $4,999) 

 Zoos and other organizations ($500 - $1,999) 
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 2016 Project Supporters 
Individuals or other tiger fans 

$500+ 

≤ $499 

Cynthia A. Arnold 

Kaplan Family Foundation 

Julie Larsen Maher 

Abilene Zoological Society 

Anonymous 

Jennifer and Andrew Baese  

Karen Goodrowe Beck 

Ashley Behrens 

Victoria Bromley 

Kris Carpenter and Chris Venning  

Doug Castoldi 

Ross Cecil 

Gary and Susan Chan  

Tammy Cieslak 

Anne and Marc Conklin  

Ben W Conrad 

Creations 4 Wildlife 

Kenneth Daniels 

Peter DeBoer 

Thomas and Stephanie Easthouse  

Ellen Trout Zoo 

Edith Ernst 

Erika Fronk 

Jenny Glock 

Tara Harris and Kevin Potts 

Roxanne Henderson and Travis Thiel  

Julie and Nick Hewitt 

Amy Hodges 

Sadie Hutchison 

Lake Superior Zoological Society 

Wendy Mareau 

Amy Masching 

Theresa Massey 

Natasha Matza 

Gregory McCann 

Tracy Nielsen 

Amy Petersen 

Andrew Reichow 

 

Ralph and Sharyl Reinheimer  

Janice Richter 

Kristal Roebuck 

Janice Hayward Rogerson 

Birgit Schbüll-Bartuschka 

Brian and Molly Snyder  

Laura and Michael Ubl  

Gracia Ivana Wahyu 

Edward Lochmann 
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 Financial Summary 
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 Support Received in 2016, by Tiger Subspecies 

 Gifts to the Tiger Conservation 

Campaign are collected by the 

Minnesota Zoo Foundation and are 

entirely directed to supported field 

conservation projects 

 

 Reporting is for cash received, 

including pledge payments 

 

 Graph reflects final designation of 

funds 
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Edward Lochmann 

37 



www.kardo.com 38 

Final Designation of Contributions 
Received in 2016 for Supported Projects 

Amur tiger: anti-poaching
efforts

Amur tiger-human conflict
mitigation

Amur tiger: logging roads
closure

Sumatran tiger-human
conflict mitigation

Sumatran tiger: curbing
wildlife crime & habitat loss

Sumatran tiger: Tiger-prey
research

Malayan tiger: anti-poaching
efforts

Total 2016 Contributions: $207,318  
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TIGER RESOURCES 
Download FREE: 
http://tinyurl.com/zop7e6t 

Posters, Video, Logo 

Campaign and Project Overviews 

Infographics, Coloring Sheet 
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CONTACT US 

Dr. Tara Harris, Vice President for Conservation 
Minnesota Zoo, AZA Tiger SSP Coordinator 

tara.harris@state.mn.us 

www.tigercampaign.org 

Hosted by 

and Minnesota Zoo Foundation 

Todd Lahman 


