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The Tiger Conservation Campaign is 

coordinated through the Association of 

Zoos and Aquariums’ (AZA) Tiger  

Species Survival Plan® (SSP). 



 

 

 

Our Role 

3 About Us 

Our Fundraising 

Our Field Support 

Coordinated by the Tiger Species Survival Plan (SSP), the Tiger Conservation 

Campaign is galvanizing zoo and public support for critical on-the-ground efforts to 

secure a future for wild tigers.   

The Minnesota Zoo Foundation collects funds for the Tiger Conservation Campaign 

and directs them entirely to Campaign-supported tiger field conservation projects. 

The Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) conducts the field projects supported by the 

Tiger Conservation Campaign.  Dr. Peter Clyne, Deputy Director for Asia Programs at 

WCS, is liaison to the Campaign. 

Find us: www.tigercampaign.org  



Supported  
Field Projects 

Flickr Fan:  Edward Lochmann 
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Russia 
In 2015, in the Russian Far East, our campaign supported 

WCS’s efforts to curb poaching and mitigate tiger-human 

conflicts.   Amur tigers and humans come into conflict when 

tigers range close to villages and when poachers enter tiger 

territory, wounding tigers or orphaning cubs. 

Flickr Fan:  Stewart Taylor 



Anti-Poaching Efforts 
Russian Far East 

To date, new and improved anti-poaching initiatives have been implemented at 

six important protected areas for Amur tigers. Discussions were started at a 

seventh and eighth site in 2015.  At the four sites where these initiatives have 

been in place for 3-4 years (see table above), Amur tiger populations have been 

stable or increasing.  The new anti-poaching strategy has also resulted in 

greater patrol effort and a partial reduction in threats. 
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After hearing these results with clear measurements of effects, directors 
from Russian protected areas are strongly advocating adopting this anti-
poaching strategy in protected areas across Russia. 

Site Size 

(km2) 

Minimum # of Amur Tigers 

   2011        2014        Goal 

Land of the Leopard National Park 2719 7 8 27 

Lazovskii Reserve 1192 11 10 12 

Zov Tigra National Park 821 1 8 8 

Sikhote-Alin Reserve 4016 9 19 40 

From Hotte et al. 2016; Integrative Zoology  

Patrol team members 



Initial discussions  have been held at Udege Legend National Park about implementing new and 

improved anti-poaching methods to protect the region’s Amur tigers.  In this incredible family 

portrait from Udege Legend National Park – a collage of 13 photos – a large male Amur tiger is 

seen leading “the pack,” as he and the other tigers passed by a camera trap within two minutes of 

each other.  This photograph reaffirms what has been documented only in India – that males do 

visit females and cubs, and at least on occasion, will spend time with them.   

 

Photograph © WCS Russia, Sikhote-Alin Zapovednik, Udege Legend National Park 
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Mitigating Tiger-Human Conflict & 
Monitoring Reintroduced Tigers 
 Russian Far East 

“Cinderella,” a rehabilitated 

tiger released back into the 

wild in May 2013, was caught 

on a camera trap image in 

December 2015.  She has 

become a mother with two 

cubs! This marks the first time 

there are breeding tigers in 

this region in Russia in 40 

years. 

Conflict 
Mitigation 
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A Cinderella 
Story 

Monitoring 

WCS has been monitoring the 

movements of six rescued and 

rehabilitated tigers to make 

sure they don’t get into conflict.  

They were released into former 

tiger habitat.  Five are still living 

in the wild and meeting 

“targets” for a successful 

reintroduction, including hunting 

on their own. 

To keep tigers alive and in 

the wild, WCS teams have 

assisted government 

agencies to evaluate and 

resolve tiger-human conflicts.  

Since 1999, they have taken 

part in the captures of 26 

conflict tigers and 19 cubs. 



9 Amur Tiger Health Report  
(Previously Funded Project) 

• Findings from this research suggest 

canine distemper virus (CDV) is spilling-

over into the Russian tiger population 

more regularly than thought. 

 

• While some tiger CDV cases may be 

due to spillover from infected dogs, 

there is also considerable opportunity for 

transmission from other wildlife. 

 

• CDV infections are widespread among 

wild carnivore populations in the 

Russian Far East. 

 

• Any management interventions would 

need to target tigers directly. Options for 

opportunistically vaccinating wild Amur 

tigers are being explored. 

Collecting samples from an 

anesthetized badger 

Photo:  M. Gilbert WCS 



Logging Road Closures 
Russian Far East 

The Problem? 

Ternei County, covering 27,730 km2 of Primorye, 

Russia contains some of the best Amur tiger 

habitat in the world, and has been targeted by 

logging companies over the last 30 years for its 

vast timber resources. From 1984-2014, the 

number of logging roads rose dramatically, from 

228 km to 6,278 km.  The logging roads network 

has unintended consequences for tiger 

conservation by providing poachers with 

thousands of kilometers of remote, unregulated 

roads to search for deer, boar, and tigers.  

 

The Project 

Our campaign is supporting WCS field staff to 

work with logging companies to identify and 

close old logging roads in Amur tiger areas – 

thereby reducing poacher access.  They aim to 

engage local hunting groups in support of the 

project.  WCS will monitor use of the areas 

before and after closure. 

Photo:  J. Slaght WCS 

NEW 
PROJECT 

FOR 2016 ! 
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Malaysia 
In Peninsular Malaysia, the Endau-Rompin Landscape has the 

potential to hold approximately 100 tigers. But due to poaching of 

tigers and their prey, the tiger population is well below capacity. 

Our campaign supports WCS’s efforts to increase the 

effectiveness of anti-poaching patrols, and to strengthen anti-

poaching laws. 

Photo:  Tara Harris 



Anti-Poaching Efforts 
Malaysia 

Patrols led to the removal 

of hundreds of snares, 

many of which were 

targeted for large 

mammals such as tigers. 

 

Tiger Areas 
Patrolled 
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Threats 
Removed 

Poachers 
Stopped 

WCS staff and 

government colleagues 

undertook over 15,000 

km of patrols with nearly 

5,000 person-days of 

effort in 2015. 

With assistance from 

WCS, poachers are 

regularly being identified 

and arrested as a result 

of the project. 

All photos copyright of Johor National Park Corporation, 

Department of Wildlife and National Parks, Peninsular Malaysia, 

WCS-Malaysia program  



Anti-Poaching Impacts 
Malaysia 
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Camera trap photo copyright of Johor National Park Corporation, Department of 

Wildlife and National Parks, Peninsular Malaysia, and WCS-Malaysia 

Malayan tigers in the 

Endau-Rompin Landscape 

appear to be slowly 

rebounding thanks to 

collaboration between WCS 

and government officials.  

A new, unidentified female 

was recorded with two new 

cubs.  Several young have 

been seen from different 

mothers, indicating a 

breeding population.  



Thank you to WCS-Malaysia for hosting the Tiger Conservation 

Campaign at their headquarters and field site this past April! 
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Unsustainable palm oil production is impacting 

tropical forests around the world. You can help 

tigers, orangutans and other animals that call 

these forests home by purchasing products from 

companies that have committed to using 

sustainable palm oil.  Use a shopping guide to 

make smart choices:  http://tinyurl.com/kbvyw2d 
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Sumatra 
Our campaign is supporting WCS’s efforts to reduce tiger-human 

conflict. Before this project began in 2008, an average of 15 

Sumatran tigers per year were killed or unnecessarily removed 

from northern Sumatra’s Leuser Landscape due to tiger-human 

conflict.  This number has been dramatically reduced. We also 

support efforts to combat tiger-related wildlife crime and illegal 

habitat loss in Leuser. 
 

Photo:  WJ Wheaton 



Mitigating Tiger-Human Conflict 
Sumatra 

From January - December 2015, teams 

responded to 17 incidents of tiger-human conflict, 

from which two buffalos and two dogs were killed. 

During 2015, there was one known instance of a 

tiger being killed in the wider Leuser area (but 

outside the area where mitigation teams normally 

operate) due to tiger-human conflict.  The teams 

were informed after the tiger had already been 

killed.  They handed the case over to the Wildlife 

Crimes Unit. 

 

Tiger-human conflict mitigation teams also 

continued to strengthen the capacities of local 

people to prevent conflict.  In 2015, they worked 

with communities to build more than 35 tiger-proof 

livestock enclosures and helped maintain others. 
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Above:  A villager stands next to his tiger-proof enclosure.  Building tiger-proof 

livestock enclosures and/or augmenting existing enclosures with barbed wire is 

95% effective in preventing tiger attacks.  



Combating Wildlife Crime & Habitat Loss 
Sumatra 

Investigations by Wildlife 

Crime Units we support 

led to the arrest of a major 

illegal wildlife trader who 

confessed to using 11 full 

tiger skins during the past 

year to create wallets and 

more. Read the full story:  

http://tinyurl.com/qdkornx 

Ranger Patrols 
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Investigations Prosecutions 

From March - December 
2015, patrols in eastern 
Leuser covered 1,642km of 
jungle, resulting in the arrest 
of eight poachers and 
removal of 197 snares.  The 
patrol teams reported 179 
habitat encroachment sites  
and 72 cases of illegal 
logging to authorities. 

From June to December 
2015, 186 specimens 
(body parts or live animals) 
were seized from suspects 
in cases supported by the 
Wildlife Crime Units.  This 
resulted in 23 suspects 
being taken to court and 
prosecuted. 



A Tiger Hero! 
Sumatra 

Musir Riswan 

Musir, employed as a 

member of the tiger-human 

conflict response team since 

2012, stands proudly in front 

of a forest near his home 

village. Sadly, his brother 

was attacked and killed by a 

Sumatran tiger in 2010. After 

seeing the work of the 

response teams to help his 

village, Musir began working 

with them to prevent and 

respond to tiger-human 

conflict.   

Honored  in 2015 

with a 

Conservation 

Hero Award from 

the Disney 

Conservation 

Fund 

Learn more about Musir’s story at 

http://tinyurl.com/pexk4eh 



Many thanks to the WCS-Indonesia team for hosting the Tiger Conservation 

Campaign in the field and at their headquarters in April 2015!   
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SUPPORTERS 

Flickr Fan:  Natasha Jefferies 



Platinum 

$10,000 or 

more 

contribution 

or 3+ years 

pledged or 

continuous support 

of $5,000+/year 

2015 Project Supporters 
Organizations and Companies 
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$5,000-$9,999 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi55OfW5NTKAhVL7iYKHdy6AvgQjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:ColsZooLogocurrent.png&psig=AFQjCNE5w9BzgZUuWM1OhE8NQZ5x8EZS-Q&ust=1454354985646640
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwin1Mqm6dTKAhWJbSYKHUs2BksQjRwIBw&url=http://www.msimail.net/&bvm=bv.113034660,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHIDL61LtNhFqr7Jp5q0klyLs6jLg&ust=1454356202575188


Gold 

2015 Project Supporters 
Organizations and Companies 
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$5,000-$9,999 
$2,000-$4,999 

or 3+ years pledged 

or continuous 

support of 

$2,000+/year 

Photo:  Tara Harris 



Silver 

2015 Project Supporters 
Organizations and Companies 
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$2,000-$4,999 

BREC’s Baton Rouge Zoo 

John Ball Zoo 

Oregon Zoo 

FAMILY OF SUPPORTERS 
$500-$1,999 

 
Blank Park Zoo, Honolulu Zoo, Kansas City Friends of the 
Zoo, Little Rock Zoo, Phoenix Zoo/Arizona Center for Nature 
Conservation, Potawatomi Zoo, Racine Zoological Society, 
Rolling Hills Zoo, Rosamond Gifford Zoo, South Florida AAZK 

Flickr Fan:  Simon Stacey 



2015 Project Supporters 
Individuals and other tiger fans 

$500+ 

$499 or less 

Lee C. Ehmke 

Susan Johnson 

Natasha Matza 

Suzi Rotering 

 

Abilene Zoological Society 

Katie Alexander 

Anonymous 

Jordan Ash 

Assiniboine Park Conservancy 

Jennifer C. Baese 

Maria Bergerson 

Janet Binette 

Buffalo Zoo Zoological Society 

Anne K. Conklin 

Allison Corrado 

Elizabeth Cosgrove 

Creations 4 Wildlife 

Brandon D'Andrea 

 

Samantha Davies 

Karen DeBoer 

Peter DeBoer 

Doris Bevers 

Jennifer M. Dockter 

Thomas R. Easthouse 

Erie Zoological Society 

Jennifer Gibbons 

Tara R. Harris 

Heather Hayle-Geyer 

Henry Vilas Park Zoological Society 

Ronald Krebs 

Lake Superior Zoological Society 

Diana Lamer 

Lisa Laramee 

Edward Minetor 

Mizzou Tigers for Tigers 

Mary Mortier 

Kelly Mudry 

Beth Myran 

Stephanie M. Patterson 

Point Defiance AAZK Chapter 

Christopher Quam 

 

Brian J. Snyder 

Catherine Tavakley 

Johanna M. Taylor 

Brenda J. Teats 

Topeka Zoo AAZK Chapter 

Gracia Ivana Wahyu 

Jamie Williams 

Sarah Winston 

Dana Zetterlund 

Photo:  Tara Harris 
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Financial  
Summary 

Flickr Fan:  Clemence D. 



Support received, by tiger subspecies 
- Gifts to the Tiger Conservation 

Campaign are collected by the 

Minnesota Zoo Foundation and are 

entirely directed to supported field 

conservation projects 

 

- Reporting is for cash received, 

including pledge payments 

 

- Graph reflects final designation of 

funds 
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Photo:  Tara Harris 



Final designation of contributions 
received in 2015 for supported projects 

Total 2015 Contributions: $187,567  
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Amur tiger: anti-poaching
efforts

Amur tiger-human conflict
mitigation

Amur tiger: logging roads
closure

Sumatran tiger-human conflict
mitigation

Sumatran tiger: curbing
wildlife crime & habitat loss

Malayan tiger: anti-poaching
efforts

Small donations were also received for the 

Amur tiger health program and Malayan 

tiger education and outreach 



Contact Us 

Dr. Tara Harris, Vice President for Conservation, 

Minnesota Zoo, AZA Tiger SSP Coordinator 

tara.harris@state.mn.us 

www.tigercampaign.org 

Hosted by  

     

               and Minnesota Zoo Foundation  


