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Conservation Grants Fund Update

Time is of the Essence 
Identifying Poisoning Hotspots and Key Conservation 
Areas for Vultures 
By Darcy Ogada and Ann Knutson

Over the past year, we deployed 11 tracking 
units on critically endangered vultures in 
northern Kenya. To date we have tracked 
a total of 17 vultures since 2013, including 
Rüppell’s, white-backed and hooded.  

We are beginning to understand 
important areas for vultures across the 
region and as far as Central Africa. We were 
shocked that two of our young Rüppell’s 
vultures ventured all the way to Chad 
in central Africa. We continue to gain 
information on their habitat needs and 
potential threats on a near daily basis. 

Two Kenyan students will be using 
the data as part of their PhD and MSc 
research projects. One will be examining 
vulture movements in relation to poisoning 
hotspots in northern Kenya and the other 
will be examining the effects of wind farm 
development and energy infrastructure on 
endangered vultures. 

Our tracking data combined with recent 
aerial survey data is showing us the locations 
of breeding colonies of Rüppell’s vultures. 
By the close of 2018, we expect to have 

completed the first full census of breeding 
colonies, which will also provide us with an 
accurate estimate of the population size of 
Rüppell’s vultures in Kenya. 

It is difficult to express just how 
important this project has become from the 
standpoint of national development projects, 
including wind farms and oil pipelines. 
Much of this development is targeted for 
northern Kenya where there is no other data 
available for any avian species. As a result of 
this project, vultures have become the focal 
species guiding the placement of most major 
development projects in Kenya. Our tracking 
data will provide data for the development 
of a national sensitivity map (completion 
date January 2019) that will aid developers 
in avoiding key conservation areas for 
endangered and threatened species. 

Darcy Ogada is the assistant director of 
Africa programs at The Peregrine Fund. 
Ann Knutson is a senior keeper  

at San Diego Zoo Global Avian 
Propagation Center. 

Martin Odino holding a Critically 
Endangered white-backed vulture 
prior to release in Jaldessa 
Conservancy, Kenya. 
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Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums-accredited 
facilities reported their green 
business practices in 2016

By the Numbers

facilities generated or 
purchased  

more than  
42.7 million kWh  

of renewable energy

square feet of 
conditioned 

space with Green Building Certification 
was reported across 17 facilities

20 facilities had buildings considered 
LEED-Certified by the U.S. Green 
Building Council
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