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Conservation Grants Fund Update

The Gunung Palung Orangutan 
Conservation Program
In 2016, Bornean orangutans became 
critically endangered as their habitat and 
numbers rapidly dwindled. The Gunung 
Palung Orangutan Conservation Program, 
based out of West Kalimantan, Borneo, 
Indonesia, has been working for over 
15 years to reverse this decline through 
conserving orangutan populations in one of 
their most important strongholds, Gunung 
Palung National Park. With support from 
the Association of Zoos and Aquariums’ 
Conservation Grants Fund funds, the program 
was able to accomplish four objectives. 

The first objective allowed the program’s 
Animal and Habitat Investigation Team to 
spend over 200 days in the field. During 
this time, the team reported 15 cases of 
illegally held orangutans, and 22 cases of 
other illegally held animals such as hornbills 
and gibbons to law enforcement officials. 
The program also increased the capacity of 
its investigation team through a nine day 
training course about proper techniques. 
The second objective was to increase 
awareness regarding wildlife protection 
laws and orangutan conservation. This was 
accomplished through the publication of 
13 articles in local, provincial and national-
level print and online media sources and a 
research article in the American Journal of 

Primatology entitled Ten years of orangutan-
related wildlife crime investigation in West 
Kalimantan, Indonesia. 

The third objective was to assist five 
villages in gaining final legal approval to 
control their customary forest (Hutan Desa) 
lands, and thus not have them converted 
into oil palm plantations. The Hutan Desa 
status legally protects the land and gives 
the local communities the rights to manage 
it. The program assisted these villages in 
achieving legal protection for nearly 7,500 
hectares of forest, and trained the local 
forestry departments on how to sustainably 
manage these areas. The final objective was 
to carry out socio-economic surveys in each 
of the five Hutan Desa villages to better 
understand local potential for alternative 
livelihood activities. From these surveys, 
the program initiated three new livelihood 
groups in the villages, and hosted six 
trainings throughout the villages on organic 
farming, how to handle human-orangutan 
conflicts, rubber tree farming and the Hutan 
Desa plans for their community. 

Through these actions, the program 
fostered both the will and the expertise to 
enable local communities and government 
agencies to preserve orangutans and their 
rainforest habitat.    

Did You See?

Happy #sciencesaturday! Did 

you know that Mote's Stranding 

Investigations Program (SIP) 

is prepared 24-hours a day to 

respond to sick, injured and 

deceased marine mammals and 

sea turtles within the coastal 

waters of Southwest Florida? SIP 

also helps uncover the causes of 

death for animals closely studied 

by Mote and plays a crucial role 

in wider species conservation. To 

learn more about the program, 

v i s i t  m o t e .o r g /s i p .  # m o t e s i p

Sometimes Miss Fiona 
likes to sleep in this funny 
position. #TeamFiona

– Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical 
Garden Facebook Page

– Mote Marine Laboratory  
and Aquarium Facebook Page
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