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Re-introduction of Siamese Crocodiles to the Wild Project

Fauna & Flora International’s (FFI) Re-
introduction of Siamese Crocodiles 
to the Wild Project is a conserva-
tion breeding program to ensure the 
survival of the Siamese crocodile 
(Crocodylus siamensis).

The project, supported by AZA 
Conservation Endowment Fund 
(CEF) and the Disney Worldwide 
Conservation Fund (DWCF), is based 
at the Phnom Tamao Wildlife Rescue 
Centre (PTWRC) in Cambodia.  

Critically Endangered on the IUCN 
Red List and CITES Appendix I, 99 
percent of Siamese crocodile range has 
been eradicated in under 100 years. 
Fewer than 250 adults remain in the 
wild, almost all in remote parts of 
Southwest and Northeast Cambodia.

FFI and the Forestry Administration 
of Cambodia (FA) jointly developed 

this project to assist conservation ef-
forts of this species. Natural popula-
tion recovery is hampered by slow nest 
production (fewer than five are pro-
duced yearly), breeding cycle length 
and genetic inbreeding. The species 
now has better prospects through re-
introduction of captive-bred stock to 
the wild. 

A microsatellite DNA analysis in 
2009 confirmed 35 of 69 captive in-
dividuals at PTWRC were pure bred 
with two potential breeding pairs and 
22 juveniles appropriate for wild re-
lease, catalyzing FFI and FA to design a 
breeding centre tailored specifically to 
Cambodian conditions. 

Three outdoor breeding enclosures 
and pools, exceeding AZA Crocodilian 
Advisory Group guidelines, have 
now been constructed, alongside two 
hatchling-rearing pens.

In 2011, both breeding females built 
nests and laid eggs. One female laid 30 
eggs, none of which were fertilized, 

possibly due to the male being too 
old to mate effectively. The pair will 
be monitored throughout another at-
tempt in 2012. 

The second female appeared to have 
not accepted the male, but unexpect-
edly built a nest and laid 13 eggs (11 
fertilized). Two eggs hatched with one 
survival.  Ratana, the lone hatchling, is 
in good health at PTWRC. 

With AZA’s continued support, FFI 
remains hopeful this species can avoid 
extinction through this breeding pro-
gram. 

BY ADAM STARR, PRINCIPAL 
INVESTIGATOR, FAUNA &  

FLORA INTERNATIONAL

For more information: 

http://www.fauna-flora.org/explore/
cambodia/

http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Fauna-Flora-International-Cambodia-
Programme/134611936610849
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