
To address the need for an in-
country facility capable of 
providing ex-situ capacity for 

breeding threatened amphibian spe-
cies in Madagascar, a proposal was 
submitted to the AZA Conservation 
Endowment Fund (CEF) to construct 
a biosecure facility in Andasibe, east-
central Madagascar.  

This generous, initial funding pro-
vided the materials for constructing 
a 185 m2 building that today houses 
a growing living amphibian collec-
tion, space for culturing local feeder 
insect species, and a quarantine room.  
It is located in the Analamazaotra 
Reserve, managed by the commu-
nity-based organization Association 
Mitsinjo, and provides an appropriate 
venue for training the next genera-
tion of Malagasy amphibian biologists. 
During the launch of the project, can-
didate technicians from Association 
Mitsinjo participated in an extremely 
intensive two-month training course 
on captive amphibian husbandry.  
After passing a rigorous exam, these 
five individuals were selected to be-
come those who maintain the amphib-
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ians and insect colonies in the facility.  
Over the past ten months the tech-

nicians have been further trained via 
additional amphibian workshops and 
have been successful in maintain-
ing four species of local amphibians, 
two of which bred.  The project has 
developed partnerships with staff from 
the University of Antananarivo, is col-
laborating with the IUCN Amphibian 
Specialist Group, and has become a vital 
part of the Sahonagasy Action Plan (the 
national conservation strategy for the 
amphibians of Madagascar).  More im-
pressively, it is serving as a model of how 
a viable amphibian program can be built 
with the collaboration and commitment 
of local people from the project’s onset.  

This facility is the first of its kind in 
Madagascar, where few resources exist 
for ex-situ amphibian conservation and 
is the first community-based amphib-
ian propagation and conservation facil-
ity in all of Africa. We are very grate-
ful to the CEF for their initial support 
of this project, which was invaluable 
for leveraging significant funds from 
other organizations including Cleveland 

Metroparks Zoo, the Woodland Park 
Zoo, and Conservation International 
among others. 
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