Tongress of the United States
MWashington, BE 20515

June 16, 2009

The Honorable Barack H. Obama
President of the United States of America
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500-0003

Dear President Obama:

America’s accredited zoos and aquariums are valuable educational, ecological, and
economic assets that enrich communities throughout the country. We believe that it is in
our national interest to build and maintain the finest zoological institutions on the planet,
and we write to urge you to look for ways in which your Administration can support this
goal. :

The expertise at many of our nation’s zoos and aquariums makes them leaders in animal
care and important contributors to wildlife science and environmental education. Not
only do they help train future generations of veterinarians and conservationists, but they
also have a unique ability to connect with the American people. More than 95% of
Americans will visit an accredited zoo or aquarium at some point in their life, and with a
special emphasis on children and families, they are a key component of informal science
education and lifetime learning. Indeed, the interest sparked by an early visit to a zoo or
aquarium can spark a long term interest in environmental stewardship.

Not only do these institutions provide the expertise needed to help tackle many of our
nation’s ecological challenges, from marine conservation to climate change, but they are
also local economic engines. Our nation’s zoos and aquariums generate more than $8
billion in annual economic activity. As anchors for tourism and urban development, they
have a proven ability to stimulate the economy.

Therefore, we ask that your administration, including the Departments of Education,

Interior, Commerce and Agriculture look for new opportunities to cooperate with

accredited zoos and aquariums in the areas of science education; threatened and

endangered species display and recovery; advancement of animal care; and economic
development.

On behalf of more than 175 million Americans who visit zoos and aquariums annually
and rely on them as valuable community assets, we thank you for consideration of this
request.

Sincerely,
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