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Cummins Inc., an Indianapolis-based 
global leader in diesel and alternative-
fueled engines has built much of their 
values system and corporate culture around 
eco-sustainability, and wanted to partner 
with the Zoo on a project. A long-time Zoo 
supporter, Cummins helped guide the Zoo 
team through new territory.

The process is relatively simple: the oil 
is pumped into a processor, a catalyst—
methanol and potassium hydroxide—is 
added, and the mixture is heated to create 
the fuel.

With the ability to create nearly 32 
gallons of fuel every two days, the project 
has the potential to produce more than 
500 gallons of biodiesel each year. Not 
only is this initiative reusing material that 

would otherwise go to waste, biodiesel also 
produces fewer emissions than traditional 
petroleum-based fuel, helping the Zoo 
reduce its carbon footprint.

“It’s a great opportunity to teach a lot 
of people,” said Joe Sawin of Cummins Inc. 
“The more they can reduce, reuse or recycle 
in their own lives, the better.” 

While the fuel is presently mixed with 
regular diesel, the goal is to increase the 
proportion of biodiesel over time, providing 
a base to build upon for years to come while 
inspiring the community to implement 
sustainable practices into their own lifestyles.

The Zoo began implementing its 
biodiesel initiative in 2015 with the hopes 
of not only increasing its own sustainability 
efforts, but also being a model for new 

projects and inspiring guests to incorporate 
green practices into their lifestyles. After two 
years, the Zoo’s entire fleet of utility vehicles 
is running on the biodiesel mix.

Green Tales

From Fries  
to Fuel
When guests at the Indianapolis Zoo in 
Indianapolis, Ind.,  bite into a crisp and hot 
French fry, they are also participating in one 
of the Zoo’s conservation initiatives. After 
its culinary role is completed, the oil used to 
cook up those fries becomes biodiesel and is 
used to fuel vehicles on Zoo grounds.

Ph
ot

os
: ©

 In
di

an
ap

ol
is 

Zo
o


