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FrogWatching season is upon us! Visit 
www.frogwatch.org to learn more and join this 
nationwide citizen science effort, previously 
hosted by the National Wildlife Federation. You 
can also contact frogwatch@aza.org to request 
an electronic copy of a manual that walks you 
through the program and protocol or to request 
materials that would help you hold a FrogWatch 
training session to get others involved.  
 
Two AmeriCorps members, Mandy Gaudreau 
and Nicole Mann, have come on board to help 
manage FrogWatch USA during the 2009 
season. Mandy (mgaudreau@rwpzoo.org) and 
Nicole (FrogWatchUSA@yahoo.com) are 
stationed at the Roger Williams Park Zoo 
(RWPZ) in Providence, R.I. and are available to 
answer questions you may have about the 
program. They will also be publishing a 
FrogWatch newsletter twice a month that will 
be sent to the FrogWatch listserv (subscribe at: 
http://lists.aza.org/cgi-
bin/mailman/listinfo/frogwatch) and will be 
posted at: www.aza.org/frogwatch/.   
 
AZA and FrogWatch USA welcome Mandy and 
Nicole, and thank AmeriCorps and RWPZ for 
their support.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

CBSG-Moderated Workshop on Amphibian 
Disease Control at the San Diego Zoo 
 

By Dr. Allan Pessier, San Diego Zoo 
 

A group of 25 amphibian veterinarians and 
husbandry experts from the United States, 
Australia, and the United Kingdom met at the San 
Diego Zoo 16-18 February for a Conservation 
Breeding Specialist Group (CBSG) moderated 
workshop focusing on the control of infectious 
diseases (e.g., chytridiomycosis and Ranavirus 
infection) in amphibian survival assurance colonies 
and reintroduction programs. This workshop was 
designed to follow-up on amphibian health related 
issues identified by the 2006 CBSG/WAZA 
Amphibian Ex-Situ Conservation Planning 
Workshop held in El Valle, Panama. During the San 
Diego workshop, participants created a rough 
draft of a practical “one stop shopping” manual 
addressing the topics of amphibian quarantine, 
facility biosecurity, disease risk assessment, 
permanent isolation for species destined for 
reintroduction, and protocols for 
testing/treatment of infectious diseases. The final 
version of this manual is slated for completion by 
the fall of 2009 and will be distributed freely to all 
institutions and entities involved in the 
management and creation of ex-situ amphibian 
programs. 
 
The workshop was supported by an Institute of 
Museum and Library Services National Leadership 
program grant entitled “Infectious Disease Control 
and Bioresource Banking for Amphibian Extinction 
Crisis” awarded to the Zoological Society of San 
Diego and Zoo Atlanta. In addition to the disease 
control manual, other aspects of this project will 
provide at-cost (about $10 U.S.) PCR testing for 
amphibian chytrid fungus (Bd) and ranaviruses to 
zoos and aquariums, investigation of new 
infectious diseases in captive amphibians, and 
training of a postdoctoral fellow in amphibian 
pathology. Another aspect of the project will 
support urgently needed research necessary to 
begin adding cell culture lines of amphibian 
species to permanent bioresource banks. 
 
Questions about the disease workshop or 
infectious disease testing of captive amphibians 
can be directed to Allan Pessier 
(apessier@sandiegozoo.org). Questions about 
banking of amphibian cell lines can be directed to 
Oliver Ryder (oryder@sandiegozoo.org).  
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AZA's Conservation Endowment Fund and 
subsidiary Amphibian Fund are now 
accepting proposals for the 2009 grant cycle. 
Proposals are due 1 April. Learn more at: 
www.aza.org/ConScience/WhatIsCEF. 
Preference for funding through the 
Amphibian Fund is given to projects that 
strengthen AZA members' capacity to 
address the global amphibian conservation 
crisis, respond to high priority conservation 
concerns, and reflect the needs outlined in 
the Amphibian Action Plan 
(www.aza.org/ConScience/Amphibians_Intro). 
A list of the awards granted in 2008 through 
the Amphibian Fund and all previous CEF 
awards is available at: 
www.aza.org/conscience/PreviousCEF/.  
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Celebrating Amphibians at the Houston Zoo 
 

The Houston Zoo takes amphibian conservation 
seriously and enthusiastically. While actively 
involved in both local (Houston Toad recovery) 
and international (leadership regarding El Valle 
Amphibian Conservation Center, Panama) 
amphibian field conservation projects, the Zoo 
also connected people to amphibians through 
amphibian-themed education and outreach 
activities held throughout 2008 Year of the Frog.  
 
These efforts targeted an array of audiences and 
involved many of the Zoo’s departments. Early in 
the year, the amphibian extinction crisis and 
conservation on the front lines were the themes 
of the 2008 inaugural Call of the Wild lecture 
series. Leap Day was celebrated with 150 first 
graders. On Earth Day, Zoo volunteers 

introduced 
visitors to 
local frogs 
and 
amphibian 
experts at 
the Zoo 
taught them 
to learn the 
frogs’ calls. 
The Zoo 
merges 
expertiential 
learning 
oom curricula 

in partnership with a local preK-4th gra
elementary school and focused 2008 
experiences and lessons on amphibian
Outreach to local naturalists was capitaliz
by working with a non-profit dedicated to 
identifying the plants and animals at a local
preserve and  participating in an amphibian bio-
blitz. An Amphibian Awareness Weekend 
targeting zoo visitors in June focused on a
statewide citizen science monitoring progra
introduced people to the native frogs found on 
zoo-grounds, and included crafts, entertainment
and educational programming. Summer camp 
sleepovers included night walks where student
learned to distinguish male/female toads and 
mastered native amphibian calls. The Zoo’s 
Marketing Department reached out to all 
Houston-bound tourists  by creating a Yea
the Frog display at the Greater Houston 
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau. 
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the Houston Zoo is taking with regards to 
amphibian conservation. Learn more at: 

 
New Children’s
Book Available 

AArk is thrilled to announce the releas
Friends, The Frogs, a book for kids by 12-year-o
Laura Elizabeth Seydel. Full of beautiful 
photography, compassion, and optimism
book attempts to educate readers about a broad 
array of interesting frogs and their conservation 
challenges. The book is co-authored by AArk's 
Ron Gagliardo, and all proceeds benefit AArk.  
Find out more about the book at: 
http://www.lenaturegirl.com/, or p
US$20 at http://www.lulu.com/content/5386410
 

Submitted by: Kevin Zippel, Amphibian Ark Program Director 
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Building on an initial generous contribution of
$250,000 from Disney’s Worldwide 
Conservation Fund, AZA accredited z
aquariums, and private individuals have 
contributed approximately $15,000 in 
additional funds to CEF’s subsidiary 
Amphibian Fund. A special thanks to
National Aquarium in Baltimore for their 
significant contribution to this fund.  
You can support this fund by donatin
www.aza.org/conscience/Amphibians_Intro or 
by sending a check made out to the 
Conservation Endowment Fund, with
noting an Amphibian Fund designation to: 

Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
Conservation Endowment Fund 
8403 Colesville Road, Suite 710 

Silver Spring, MD 20910  

© Peter Riger, Houston Zoo 

 
S
(sgrow@aza.org, 301-562-0777 x263). 

NNEEWW  QQUUAARRTTEERRLLYY  FFOORRMMAATT  
 

AZA’s Amphibian Conservation report will 
be moving to a quarterly publication 
schedule starting with this issue. As always, 
please send information and stories to be 
included in upcoming reports to Shelly 
Grow at (sgrow@aza.org). All newsletters 
will continue to be posted at: 
www.aza.org/YearoftheFrog/AmphibianNews 
Thanks for all your contributions!  
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