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How do you measure up? 
 

Audience/Group Setting 

Classroom, camp, or event setting.  Appropriate for all ages. 

 

Goal 

To understand that bats come in many sizes.  To recognize how bats fly. 

 

Objectives 

To understand that bats can be as large as a small dog or as small as a bumblebee.  To learn that 

bats have very large wings comparable to their bodies.  To learn how bat wings enable them to 

fly and that their wings are covered in skin  

 

Big Idea/Main Message 

Bats come in all different sizes and have special wings that enable them to fly. 

 

Conservation Action/Behavior Addressed 

Look, listen, and learn: educate yourself and your family about bats.  Bats are the only flying 

mammals in the world.   

 

Background Information 

The thin, elastic wing membrane between a bat’s fingers and legs gives them acrobatic flight 

capacity.  The scientific name for their wings is Chiroptera which translates to ‘hand wing’.  

Such a ‘hand wing’ allows better maneuverability in flight and thus allows bats to be such 

remarkable flying mammals. 

 

Materials Needed 

 Bat silhouette display (draw prior to event or class) 

 Sidewalk chalk 

 Tape measure 

 

Staff 

A minimum of two staff or volunteers 

 

Length of Activity 

5-7 minutes 

 

Set up 

Draw the silhouette of an Indonesian flying fox (wingspan approx. 5’10”), inside of that the 

silhouette of a smaller species of flying fox (wingspan approx. 3’) and inside of that the 

silhouette of the Bumblebee bat, aka Kitti’s Hog-nosed bat (wingspan approx. 4”) (all can be 

found at the end of this document).   
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Procedure 

1. Show the guests the silhouette display and explain that bats come in many sizes.   

2. Explain that bats have large wings compared to their bodies.  Measure the height of a 

guest and multiply it by three.  This is the guest’s wingspan.  Have the guest lay on the 

ground and draw their real sized wings on the ground with sidewalk chalk. 

 

 

*Note – This activity was adapted and used with permission from the Organization for Bat 

Conservation. 


