
SECORE (SExual COral REproduction), an interna-
tional group of public zoos, aquaria, and scientists, 
is pioneering new techniques to save the world’s 

most endangered corals – elkhorn and staghorn coral. Over 
the past five years, SECORE developed a way for divers to 
collect the released coral gametes and grow coral ex-situ. 
The next step in their coral conservation work is their cur-
rent three-year pilot study – outplanting the ex-situ grown 
corals back onto the reef. 

As part of this restoration study, SECORE constructed 
the first ex-situ coral conservation facility in the world 
at the Seaquarium in Curaçao, right by some of the last 
elkhorn coral and staghorn coral populations that are still 
reproducing. Serving as a base for divers and as the host 
site for SECORE’s annual coral workshops, the coral con-
servation facility houses equipment for coral fertilization, 
special tanks with circulating feeds directly into the sea for 
growing the coral larvae, and tanks to grow and settle the 
coral juveniles. Plus, as a permanent facility on Curacao, it 
offers the perfect way to monitor the growth and success of 
coral juveniles that had been planted back out onto the reef. 

The coral conservation facility on Curacao, built to cul-
ture thousands of corals to be returned to the wild, likely 
will help SECORE discover the methods to conserve corals 
in the Caribbean and around the world. This gives SECORE 
an unprecedented opportunity to make a tangible and 
important difference in saving wild corals. Plus, the tech-
niques and methods SECORE perfects in this new facility 
will likely be able to be applied to other endangered coral 
species around the world – meaning that, quite literally, 
this facility could become the home base for worldwide 
coral conservation and saving the world’s coral reefs.

Generous grants from funding organizations like the AZA’s 
Conservation Endowment Fund, donations from individuals, 
and the support of partner institutions, made this incredible 
facility possible – thank you.
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